Hopetonr Railway

Feqislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 5th December, 1906.

PacE
Question: Abattoirs Site, Kalgoorlie . IT
Ruilway Bills (3) delated--
Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe, 2n. moved, Amend-
meut .37
Donnyhrook-Preston Valley, 25, moved | S0
Greenhills-Quairading, 2. zuomd Amendment 3tH

Tue SPEAEKER took the Chair at
7-30 o'clock p.m.

PraYERS.

QUESTION—ABATTOLRS SITE,
KALGOORLIE.

Mga. BATH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the site for the abattoirs
for Kalgoorlic and district been finally
selected? 2z, If so, is it the site recom-
mended by Mr. Cairns, the expert, as the
best plocula.ble ¥ 3, Have the local
governis ag bodies of the district been con-
sulied in regard to the matter? 4, If
uot, why not ¥

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : No; but the views of the Jocal
authoritics and Mr. Cairns are receiving
every consideration.

BILL—HOPETOUN-RAVENSTHORPE
RAILWAY.
SECOND READING MOVED.

Tue MINTSTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. J. Price) in woving the second
reading said : In introducing this Bill to
the House, I am aware that in some
quarters there is a. prejudice against this
railway on account of the fact that very
extensive development bas taken place
recently in the district by various private

companies.  Personally I fail to see
why, if the mining prospects are
goud, a field like this should not be

agsisted as other fields have been. We
must always remember that without
the assistance of outside capital the
mines at Kalgoorlie would not have
been what they are to-day. This settle-
ment at Raveusthorpe is entively isolated,
and ihe port of Hopetoun is 34 wmiles
distant. In October last, when M.
Muir, the railway surveyor of the Public
Works Departiment, was in that locality,
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i stuffs, on the jetty at Hopetoun.

he found 500 or 600 tons of cargo, con- .

sisting of machinery and perishable food.-
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Some
of it had been lying there many months ;
in fact, there was » general difficulty in
keeping the supplies going between
Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun. So acute
had this become that one firm bad sent
to Hopetoun a tewm of 30 horses, in
order to cope with their own consign-
ments. This was in October last. At
that time the carting price for general
goods was somewhere ubout £4 a ton,
There are considerable quantities of coke
required at the smelters at Ravensthorpe.
When the Government smelter was run-
ning, the last contract for cartage of
coke to Ravensthorpe was let at £1 17s.
per ton. Not only is the field rich in
gold, but alse, as members are aware,
there are considerable deposits of copper.
This copper field affords exceptional
advantages for the construction of the
railway, for, unlike a goldfields rail-
way where all the loading is one way, in
the case of a railway through a district
rich in copper therve is considerable hack
freight in the way of concentrates. In
1905, when the State smelter was run-
ning, ore was being purchased from 54
different claims and leases, and it is
expected that when the smelter is fully
going, by the end of the year it will be
capable of smelting 60 to 80 tons of ore
a day, requiring a consumption of 10 to
15 tons of coke. This will produce 10 to
15 tons of copper matte for railage to
the coast. Tt 1s anticipated that this
simelter will not be capable of more than
fulfilling the requirements of one of the big
mines, and probably in the near future
other smelters will be running in thbat
locality. The principal mines are the
Kundip, the Mt. Benson, the Elverton,
the Marion, and the Mary. At the
end of 1905, the greatest depth to which
the properties had been developed was
200 feet, but since then considerable
development has been going on, in some
instapces to a depth of 250 feet. A
number of mines are being more or less
prospected over a belt of country 22
miles long, About 13 or 14 wilés of
the railway will run through mineral
country ; in fact, traversing the whole of
the mueral belt between Kundip and
Ruvensthorpe.  When AMr. Muir was
there last September there were dozens
of shows being worked by three or
four men, and it was thet estimated
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that there were something like 2,000 or
8,000 tons of ore at grass. Since then
the development which has been going on
has very materially increased the ontput.
The present road from Hopetoun to
Ravensthorpe is something over 30 miles
long, Not twe miles of that road is
nmade; the rest is bush track, totally and
ahsolutely unsuitable for the conveyance
of heavy loads to and from Hopetoun
and Ravensthorpe. It is estimated that
to make this road throngh to the coast
would cost something like £1,000 a mile,
almost two-thirds of the cost of the
construction of the railway. The fact
that this line is av advantageous one for
the Grovernment to construct is proved
fromn the fact that several offers have
been received for its construetion, one or
two on the most favourable terms.

Mr. A. J. Wimson: What are the
terms ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister for Mines will explain, later
on. A careful estimate has heen made of
the traffic backwards and forwards at the
present date between Ravensthorpe and
Hopetoun, and it is estimated that it
ameunts to at least 170 to 180 tons every
week., The population of the district
ag shown in the table which has beeu
distributed to members, is somewhere
about oue thousand souls. In the
vicinity of Ravensthope is a large avea of
cultivable land. When Mr. Muir was
there he found one thousand acres under
crop, and also in the locality large
areas of good pastoral land. Returning
from Ravensthorpe to Broomehill, across
country, Mr. Muir in his report draws
atteution to the fact that from Ravens-
thorpe westward theve is an auriferous
belt of country some 100 miles long which
has been very little prospected, and he
thinks that in the near future some very
favourable propositions may be located.
In conneection with this railway, us with
all other railways, there had lo be a cer-
tain discrimination exercised in selestion
of rouie. Four propositions presented
themselves to the Government. First of
all there was a possible railway which
might have been run from Broomehill
on the Great Southern line eastward fo
Ravensthorpe.  The distance between
these two points was something like 200
miles, and only 40 miles of the railway
would have run through good country;
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so that on the whole this route wus
turned down, Then we had a possible
line from Doubtful Island Bay to Ravens-
thorpe.  Doubtful Island Bay ia 1
believe one of the best harbours on the
southern coast, and had that harbour
been nearer to Ravensthorpe than Hope-
toun is, or even only alittle farther away,
no doubt the Government would have
very seriously considered the construc-
tion of a railway between these two
points. However, in view of the fact
that every mine in the locality in its
earliest stages is more or less of a specu-
lation, and that every railway constructed
to a new mining fiekd is more or less of a
speculation, it was felt that the distance
of 75 miles from Doubtful Island Bay to
Ravensthorpe as against 34 miles from
Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe was too much,
and that the building of the railway from
the former port was not warranted.
Another suggestion was that Starcation
Beat Harbony, distant 40 miles from
Ravensthorpe, should be the port; but
in view of the fact that the harbour
facilities there are no better than those
existing at Hopetoun, it was decided to
propose to Parliament that construction
should take place from Hopetoun to
Ravensthorpe. In connection with these
various harbours or seaport termini
of this suggested railway, I muy men-
tion that an examination has been
made by the Chief Harbour ITuspector,
Captain Irvine, and that, everything con-
sidered, he is of opinion that Hopetoun,
i view of the shortness of the route to
Ravensthorpe, is an eminently suitable
point from which to sturt the railway
to Ravensthorpe. The line from Hope-
toun follows the coach and telegraph
route to Kundip, some 19 miles from
Ravensthorpe; thence it runs along the
Bteere Valley to the Elverton group ot
mines, 25 miles from Ravensthorpe;
thence from Desmond Range to the
smelter, some 30 miles from the town-
ship of Ravensthorpe. [u connection
with Mr. Muir's visit, I have a report
which 1 thmmk will probably be of
great interest to the House, and which [
shall read. Referring to the belt of
country which runs  westward fromn
Ravensthorpe towirds the Great Southern
Railway, he suys ;-—

One noticeable feature of this country

' struck me, and that was the existence of an
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auriferous belt, running practically parallel,
and a few miles north from the line of my
inspection, and extending from Ravensthorpe
westward for about 100 miles, This line of
country has not been prospected fo any
extent, and it may yet possibly prove of
sufficient iwportance fo warrant a railway
line on its own wmerits.

Dealing with the proposition as a whole,
he states :-—

As to the necessity of connecting Ravens-
thorpe with seme part by rail, there can be no
two opinions about the matter. [t is, in my
opinion, a safe proposal, giving every prowmise
of turning out a good investment from the
start. The line of auriferous country pro-
spected and proved extends from Kundip to
Ravensthorpe, a distance of sone 14 miles.
On this line there are dozens of shows,
all of great promise. The Phillips River
Gold and Copper Mining Company have spent
about £100,000 during the last 18 months
in development works and machinery, and are
prepared, I understand, to go considerably
farther. Numerous prospectors too, who have
-now tons of ore lying at grass waiting for the
smelter to start, fake a very optimistic view
of the future prospecls of the field. There is,
moreover, a considerable area of good agri-
cultural land in the vieinity of Ravensthorpe,
estimated by a local resident to amount to
some 30,000 or 40,000 acres. In fact, to judge
by reports and present appearances, this field
promises to become within a very short period
a great copper-producing district. Now as
regarding the best means of developing the
field, Doubtful Island Bay, which wonld make
a splendid harbeur, is sotne 73 miles distant.
The cost of railway connection, including jotty
accomwodation, would amount to about
£120,000. Hopoetonn is soiue 30 miles diglant
from Ravensthorpe, where, however, accom.
modation could he provided for small vessels
only, say of -300 tons burden. This port could
be connected by rail, with the additional
necessary jetty accommeodation, for £60,000.

He proceeds to say :—

It is undoubtedly expedient that sommething

should be doune, and that in the near future, |

and I would, pending farther developments,
recominend the lesser expenditure, that is the
adoption of Hopetoun ns the port for the time
being for the Ravensthorpe fields. 1 would
ask yon to bring under the Blinister's notice
the urgent nccessity for some action to be
taken in rvegard to this matter, and would
farther recommend that the permanent survey
of the railway be put in hand at once.

That survey is well in hand and approach-
ing completion. 1 certainly think, in
view of the fuct that the people settled
at Ravensthorpe—and there is, as many
members know, a considerable population
at that place—they ure cutitled to some
more up-to-date means of communication
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‘ hetween that town and the coust than
; they now possess in the bush track. T

subwit that bere the question is one of
choice between a railway and a road to
connect the two places. I am given to
understand that the present road for a
great portion of its length runs over
clayey soil, and in winter is practically
impassable. In addition, there is close
to the town of Hopetoun some two or
three wiles of sand which has to be
negotiated, und which forms a severe
obstacle to the carriage of large loads
between the port and the field, In view
of the fact that the road would cost
within two-thirds of the cost of the rail-
way I think the House necd have no
hesitation—

Mr. Hounan: The road is not too
bad.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
this time of the year the road is not too
bad, but undoubtedly during winter con-
siderable difficulty exists in many places.

Me. Houwax: It should bhe better in
the winter, becanse it s sandy.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
am informed to the contrary—that a
large portion of the road is of a clayey
nature, apd in winter becomes almost
impassable. In regard to the cartage
question, 1 see it is estimated that on
3,151 tons already carted hetween Hope-
toun and Ravensthorpe to the smelter,
the saving would have amounted to
£3,361 had a railway been through.
There is in addition the saving which
would have resulted from a raitway to the
people of the district generally. That is
estimated to amount to at least £2,500
annually, equal to 4 per cent. on a capital
cost of £62,000. The State Mining
Engineer, Mr. Moutgomery, has shown
that the coustruction of a railway would
save on coke and matte a sum of
£3 11s. Gd. per ton, eqniralent to 8id.
per unit, or 24 per cent. of the total
charges on a ton of copper. A similar
saving would be effected in the case of
timber, machinery, firebricks, and smelter
supplies. There is no doubt thut in this
locality extensive development, by a com.
pany which s strong financially, is pro-
ceeding, and from the method in which
that company’s works have been under-
taken, there is every indication that the

© field will be thoroughly developed.
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Mr. Horwax: The company is trying
to cut dewn wages.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am not now dealing with the question of
wages; I am dealing with the prospects
of the place as a wining proposition. I
am not here to advocate or to nphold the
methods of the company, or to condemn
them. The question before the House is
whether this'is a field rich in minerals
and one affording a fair prospect of a
payable railway. The question is, farther,
whether it is o fair thing, in view of the
settlement already exisiing and the de-
velopment actually in process, as well as
the development likely to tuke place
in the near future, that in the interests
of the whole of this State the field should
be thoroughly developed by means of a
railway such as I have described. Near
Ravensthorpe iz a fair quantity of timber,
but & diffienlty is that for the first 20 or
30 miles it would cost a few pence more
to use local sleepers than to use sleepers
shipped to Hopetoun. T have no doubt
that in the course of his rewarks the
Minister for Mines will add materially to
what I have already suid regarding the
prospects of the field frowm u mineral
point of view, but I think I have made
it clear that no insuperable difficul-
ties exist in the way of railway con-
struction, that the choice 1s abso-
lutely one between s railway and a
road, that a fuir wmount of settlement

bas taken place, that there is likely to be |

farther development, and that a fair case
hos been presented for a railway from
which the whole of the State will
benefit.

Mr. A.J. Wrisown: It is only a light
line ?

Tue MINISTER: Yes.

[A pause ensued.]

Mg, HoLmax : Wehave heard nothing
about the railway vet.

Mr. C. A. HUDSON (Dundas): Per-
haps the wmember for Murchison (Mr.
Holman) and some other members may
wish to know a little more about this
line. If the hon. member had Incked
through the list supplied to him by the
Government he might perbaps have got
the pariiculars he requires. Then, if he
wished farther information yet, it would
perhaps have been as well for him to pro-
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| and copper.

©in Mr.
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ceed with the debate, and he could sub-
sequently have been supplied with the
details which he might suggest us needed
by him. TUndoubtedly the line is war-
ranted by the development which has
taken place on the Phillips River Gold-

. field. That goldfield is an isolated one,

but is likely to become one of the best n
the State; because the products of the
field are uot confined to vne class of
metal. The principal products are gold
The figures given on the
sheet  show  what development has
taken place, and I am guite convinced
that those figures rather understate the
present position of affairs. The amount
given as the output, £97,376, although a
very good return in view of the life of the
ficld—it has Dbeen in cxistence a little
nnder six years—I think underestimate
the value of the metals sent from that
field. The chief difficulty which arose
with regard to the construction of & line
was the selection of a port, hut that
difficulty has heen overcome now in
a. measure by the adoption of Hopetoun.
No doubt some hon. members were of
opinion that an attempt was to be made
to have a liue built from Ravensihorpe to
Starvation Boat Huarbour, and that the
construction of u line from that port
would perhaps favour an individual.
Apparently, that was the idea prevailing
in the mind of Mr. Kaufman, who issued
m London a civeular mentioning that he
had Leen prowised a line from Ravens-
thorpe to Starvation Doat Harbour.
Now if it is in the minds of members
that this line is in the nature of a favour
to the Phillips River Gold Mining Com-
pany, I think any such ides must be dis-
sipated when it is found thut the line

. which Mr. Kaufman proposed to get,

and which he put before his shareholders
in Loundon, is not the line now proposed
by the Government. The line sugyested
Kaufman's circulur wus o line
from Ravensthorpe to Starvation Boal
Harbour, which would lLave opened up »
new port, and possibly would Tave
given greut advantages to the company
if the company had the control of
the port and the land about it. How-
ever, luckily thut has heen stopped,
and the Government have taken the
right step in chunsing the port of Hope-
toun as the coastal terminus of this
proposed railway. I have nosympathy
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whatever with the Phillips River Gold
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and Copper Mining Company in their -’

endeavours, as has been suggested and
a3 we saw in the papers yesterday, to eut
down the wages of their men. I depre-
cate any attempt on their part in that
direction, but they will be dealt with and
the men will be fullv protected. I wish
to inform the House that the line is not
to be built to provide for the resources
of the Phillips River Gold and Copper
Mining Company. The Minister stated
that there were 34 propositions supplying
ore to the Government smelter. I may
tell the House that not move than ten of
those propositions are under the control
of the Phillips River Gold and Copper
Mining Company, so that of the mines in
operalion priot to the closing of the
Government smelter there are 24 that
have no connection with the company,
and others have lbeen opened up since
that are not in the hands of the éompany.
The line therefore canuot be said to be
serving only the Phillips River Gold and
Copper Mining Company. Perhaps a
short description of the route would give
the House some idea of the nature of the
country to be served, and of the nature
of the track. Starting from the pro-
posed port of Hopetoun, the journey is
for 16 wiles over sandy country. T was
recently urging the construction of a
road through that sand, and I bad an
estimate made of the probable cost. Thé
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unloads, and gees back for the other
half; and so they get over the road by
stages.  That accounts for the bigh cost
of cartage along the road to Ravens-
therpe. When they get through the 16
miles of sand they reiach a place called
Kundip, where there is a settlement that
has beeo abont four years in existence,
and now muainlaining a population of
over 200 people. The mines there are
principally gold wmines, and are nearly all
prospecting shows; all except two, which
are held by companies distinet from the

_company I have previously mentioued.

reports went to show that it would cost :
more than £1,000 per wile, and as a :

matter of fact three miles of road made
through that sand from the coast actually
cost a shade over £1,000 per mile; avd
there are 16 miles of sand to be crossed.
The other end of the road is through
land which is of a loamy nature, which
makes o bad road in winter.

Mr. HormaN: Ewery other voad in
the bush is the same.

Mr. HUDSON: I have travelled
many times in the busk, and 1 have seen
all kinds of roads.
same ull over the world as they are at
Ravensthorpe. 1 have seen a great
variety of roads in the bush; in fact, on
this short road there is a great variely,
For the first 16 miles it is sandy, very
bad in summer, and not too good in
winter. An ordinary six-horse team
going out from the coast takes half a

They are not the .

There are two small batteries there, cer-

tainly not of the best kind; and 1 think

the number of leases taken up in and

around Kundip is between 80 or 40.

The people at Kundip are mostly men

working on the mines. There are very

few families, though families have been

settling there during the last six months.

I anu spraking more particularly of the
condition of the place at the time of my

last visit at the end of last summer.

There is farming north of Kundip, around ~
the township of Ravensthorpe, and there
is a continuous belt of mineral country
for 30 miles porth, with copper and gold
shows. These have been fully described
in the Press for the last six months,
and muost bhe well known to mem-
bers, so that T need not . go through
the full -list of them. Following on
the route to Ravensthorpe we pass
through land to make a road through
which would cost more than £1,000 per
mile, thongh the country is not sandy.
This is becanse there are some bad places,
and bridges would need to be buikt. At
present the teams have some preity high
grades to overcome.  Generally speaking,
as regards a comparison hetween road and
railway, I think there would be very little
differcnce in the cost, and of course Lhe
facilities given Ly a railway are ever so
much greater than those afforded by
wetalled road. The facl that the district
has produced £100,000 worth of gold as
well as copper—the figures are given us

- £97,000, but my figures are up to date—

the fact also of there being timber to the
north and that there are gold proposi-
tions being worked as far as 50 miles
porth of Ravensthorpe, and that the
country to the north will be opened up .
and is being opened wup by prospectors,

load o short distance through the sund, | and will no doubt help to feed the Ravens-
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thorpe district—all these facts should be
taken into consideration. The Minister
has described the agricultural resources
of the place so that T do not need to
enlarge upon them, but I have seen some
excellent country there and very good
crops. There is a good rainfall of about
16 to 18 inches, and altogether it is an
ideal spot. The population has increased
so rapidly during the lust 12 months,
and is likely to go oun increasing, that a
railway will be an absolute necessity for
the carriage of the people and for the

cartage of the goods to supply to themat

Ravensthorpe. Machinery will be re-
quired not only by the Phillips River
Gold and Copper Mining Company, but
by other companies and prospectors work-
ing im and around Ravensthorpe, and
cartage of some kind will have to be pro-
vided for this machinerv. A railway will
afford great advantages. The route is

conly 30 to 32 wiles, and as a railway
would serve so many people and open up
such a large belt of country producing
gold and copper, I commend the Bill to
the House and I hope that it will pass its
second reading.

Mr. HOLMAN: I move
debate be adjourned.”

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

“That the

Ayes .. 10
Noes e 24
Majority against ... 14
AYES. NoEks.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Bolton
r. liath Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Collier Mr. EddFy
Mr. Daglish Mr, Ewing
Mr. Holman Mr. Gordon
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Grcfory
Mr. Walker Mr. Gul
Mr, Ware Mr. Hicks
Mr. A, J. Wilson Mr. Horan
Mr. Heitmann {Teller). Mr. Hudson
Mr, Illingworth
Mr. Keeuan

Mr. Layman
Mr, McLarty
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
. N. J. Moore
Mr. Piesse
i Mr. Price
‘Mr. Smith
Mr. Stunrt
* Mr. Underwond
Mr. Yeryard
Mr. Hardwick {Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

-]
=

Hox. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning): 1
have Lieard the remarks made in refercnce
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to this railway by the member fur the
district. T have not had an opportunity
of travelling between Hopetoun and
Ravensthorpe; but I bad an opportunity
recently of seeing Ravensthorpe and
some of its mining propositious, and I
know from the information I have gained
through the people engaged in trade in
that district how difficult it is to convey
goods from the purt of Hopetqun to
Ravensthorpe. The high cost entailed
is a great deterrent to successful develo)-
ment; and when we come to take nto
consideration the fact that there is no
doubt as to the success of the mining ven-
tures, it scems tome that the money should
be found 1o build this particalar railway.
We have already had information placed
before us from the professional adviser of
the Government who vecently visited the
district.

Mr. Bara: Who?

Hox, F. H. PIESSE: My. Muir, and
his report was read to the House, or some
extracts from it—1 take it that it was
read almost entirely, or at least all parts
relating to the counstruction of the line.
An estimate has been given of the cost,
and that includes the extension of the
jetty, or providing sufficient accommoda-
tion to carry on the trade that must
result. I can bear out everything that
has been said by the member for Dundas
m reference to the road, having travelled
threugh about nine miles of the clay
portion of it during the winter months.
L can assure members even with three
horses in a bugey it took me nearly three
hours to accomplish those nine wiles. 1
have not seen, even in the worst days of
the goldficlds, so bad a road. The clay

. i of such a sticky nature that it adberes
" to the wheels and accamulates on the

felloes, wmaking a great width, thus
retarding the traffic considerably. The
other portion of the raad, from my know-
ledge of the coastal distriet, consists of
sandy dunes, very steep, consequently it
would be very expensive to make roads
through those dunes. We had experience
of that in Esperance, where we had some
miles of that country, and in my day it
cost a considerable sum in opeming up
the roud towards Norseman.  As to the
miving township itself, although Tam not
an expert, still I am an observer, and I
had an opportunily of visiting severul
of the mines. I do not intend to
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deal  particularly with these mines
which bhave reached such a stage of
development, und which are known to
belong to the company which recently
ucquired these wines. T oy say, in my
opinion, so far as the development is
concerned, these mines will make a satis-
factory return to the country. I wish
more particulurly to allude to the many
small mines in the district from Kundip
towards Ravensthorpeand beyoud Ravens-
thorpe. 'These small shows will ulti-
mately develop into larger mines and
prove profitable ventures. The owners
should he ‘considered, and means pro-
vided for the devclopinent of the wines.
The statement which has been made by
the Mivister in moving the second read.
ing of the Bill, and indorsed afterwards
by the mewmber for the district, goes to
show that there is every prospect of a
very goud gold-mining centre in this
neighbourhood. I may say that the
copper shows that I did see gave every
promise, and 1 had an opportumty of
going down two of them, one of which
has been taken down some 200 feet with
an ore body 18 feet in width on an
average, and as to which I was told by
persons whose information I have every
reason to believe that the ore taken from
these mines in its crude state is worth
£18 a ton. It was wmore in the form of
an immense quarry, although well de-
fined. There are lots of shews where
one can see a large quantity of ore will
be taken out at a swmall cost, in com-

parison with the working of mines in
other places which we know of. 1 am not !

generally enthusiastic in regard to gold-
mining or mining penerally, knowing
how many disappointments we have suf-
fered in the past in many promising
goldfields centres on the Kastern fields
and other places; but with the evidence
before me of the extensive copper deposits,

and with the evidence also that these de- -

posits can be worked at so low a cost,
and with the advantages of smelting which
are provided, and the opportunity forsmall
men, it scems to me we are fully justified
in doing our best to open up this district.
I think too there are other propositions
which will follow in the wake of those
now being developed as soon as com-
munication 1is given to the coast. T amn
sure that the proposal now made is oue
which is justified by the results I my-
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self saw. By the reports received from
tune Lo time, and if members have
watched the progress of this field, it will
bave been found that not only ure these
fields rich in copper but gold-mining
shows, and the other mines are being
developed ani have turned out very satis-
fuctory to the owners. These mines are
situated in o most promising position,
nenrly 35 or 40 miles taking the extent
of them now known from the coast, and
they are in a most favoured locality as to
climate. There is surrounding the town
of Ravensthorpe a large arex of land
suitable for cultivation, and I saw the
results of that cultivation.  The swecessful
growing of crops is assured by the regular
rainfull; and the soil being most produc-
tive, I quite expect a very large quantity of
produce in the shape of hay, and oals if
need be, for the requirements of the
people in that locality. Members will
see it is un ideal minibg centre, with the
mining prospects so far developed, prov.
ing that it is likely to be lasting, so that
in muking the proposal the Governmen’
are now doing they are justified by pust
results ; and the future is shown by the
returns frown the mineral experts to be

« almost assured, or as assured as we are

likely to see in reference to wining fields
in general.  Notwitbstanding the fact
that other proposals may meet with
objection from members, and the infor-
mation given may not be satisfaclory in
their opinion, yet T am satisfied with the
information given in this case, and I am
wore than satisfied with the opportunity
I bave had of sesing the mines myself.

"I am not a mining man, I have not

spent one shilling 1n mining, having
enough to do to look after my inter-
ests in another sphere, but I bave a
knowledge of thingsin general,and hay-
inyr seen with my own eyes what is indis-
putable, I can give my opinion to the
House. Whether it will convey much
weight T du not know; still T can say
what [ think of the prospects of the field.
T have every confidence in this case and
have much pleasure in supportivg the
second reading uof the Bill.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :
We were given a direct promise by the
Government that ample opportunity
wonld be given of looking into these
Railway Bills; but the first opportunity
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the Government have they break that
promise, which was made in a sacred
manner. 1 came away to-day without
my notes on this measure, and T asked
that the debate be adjourned to give e
an opporbunity of getting those notes.
That has been denied me, and the only
excuse is that the Government desire to
foree the railway on the country at the
present- fime when there is no warrant
for the counstruction of the line. Tt is
rather awkward for one having to speak
off-hand on a matter like this, when I
have been preparing for this question for
some time. Had [ an opportunity, and
had the Government treated me in a fair
and impartial manner, T would have
brought special information to the House,
showing that the railway is not warranted.
The members of the Government may
have some reason of their own why the
railway line should not be discussed on
its merits. Tn the first pluce we had the
Minister for Works speaking for ten
minutes in introducing this line, aund
almost the whole of that time was taken
up in reading extracts from the report of
Mr. Muir, and several extracis from the
report of Mr. Montgomery. In connec-
tion with a matter like this, more infor-
mation should be fortheoming than that
which has been given in favour of the
construction of an important work like
this. It may be said the prospects of
the field warrant the construction of
the line. I am of opinion that the
prospects of the district do not warrant
the expenditure of more money in that
part of the country until we see some
returns from the money which has
already been expended there. Nowhere
has so much (Jovernment money been
spent in assisting development as in this
locality and so little return received as
from the Pbhillips River Goldfield. Since
that district was opened up, thousands of
pounds of public wmoney bave been spent
in that district in assisting the people to
develop the country and open up that
district. 1 do not cavil at that ; T say
that the Government should assist people
to develop their industry ; but no Govern-
ment withont definite information and
without being able to supply information
to the House shonld decide te construct
a railway which is not warranted. What
is the position? The Phillips River
Goldfield has been worked for six years,
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and the total return of the yields from
thut field is less thun £170,000. Now
we are asked to spend £60,000 in the
construction of a rilway line to that
place; that is on the top of the expendi-
ture of thousands of pounds which bave
been absolutely thrown away in connec-
tion with assistance in developing the
fields in that part of the State. It is n
disgrace to the Government to refnse to
allow a member to produce any informa-
tion which he may have. In all
probability Lthere is some motive behind
the Government that eompels them to do
this. Promises - made to" a private
individual who is now in the old country
as far back as June last must be kept;
but thuse promises which are given to
mewbers are not held sacred, and mem-
bers have beeu refused un opporunity of
discussing this measure. That is only
in keeping with the tactics of the Gov-
ernment during the whole of their career:
it has been a policy of gag and foreing
measures through the Chamber without
an opportunity of discussing them. Are
wewarranted inspending asumof between
£50,000 and £60,000 in constrocting a
railway line from Ravensthorpe to Hope-
toun when we have received so little return
trom that part of the State? The Mini-
ster for Works said it is a field rich in
gold. The total return of gold during
the past six yewrs, that is the whole of
the gold from the Phillips River ficld, 1s
only 22,000 ounces. It is absurd to talk
of o place which has been worked for six
years and returns that amount of gold,
and with the large nummber of men being
ewploved o that district, as being a
success,

Howx. F. H. P1esse: Theve is plenty of
gold there.

Mr. HOLMAN : There is plenty of
gold, and there is plenty of gold in other
Parts of Western Australia where people
cannol obtain a penny of Govermment
money to Lelp in opening up the couuntry.
[ say the fact that they have to pay about
&£3 per ton cartage tfrom Hopetoun to
Ravensthorpe should not be taken .se
much into consideration, seeing there are
other goldfields which have to pay as
much as £10 per ton at the present time.
Talk about the ronds at Hopetoun! In
the district I represent I have myself
seen teams hong up for foar and five
weeks, and unable to get through with
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provisions for the wen in the outlying
camps. In Black Range only o few
weeks ago, after an ioch of rain, the
whole of the teams carrying provisions
and machinery were hung up at once.
Why is not » railway line constructed to
Black Range, which hus produced far
wmaore than fthe whele of the Phillips
River district ? The reason is that Mr.
Kaufman, who is speculating and using
his position and the position of other
people to fill his own pocket at the ex-
pense of the miviog industry of this
Stete by booming up and running up the
district there, hus got a promise of a rail-
way which is not ‘yet warcanted. Thatis
the reason why this line is being coon-
structed.

Ministers: No.

Mz HOLMAN: Wearealsotold by the
Minister for Works that these mines are
being developed, and then he tells us
that the deepest mine is 250 feet down.

Mr. Hupsow : Copper.

Mg. HOLMAN: 1s that the sort of
development ¥ Wby, it is not deep
enough for a cellar!  Letters in my pos-
session received from the Phillips Raver
district during the past few days from
practical men state that a permanent lode
has never yet been secured in that dis-

trict. The lodes being worked are not
permanent. That is the information 1

have from sources which I believe in pre-
ference to the information that has been
read vut by the Minister for Works to-
night. We have been told in times past
that carriers at Ravensthorpe—

M=r. Fouukes: You do not rely on
Mr. Montgomery’s report ¥

Me. HOLMAN: T do uot rely on Mr.
Montgomery's report. I bave read too
nany of his reports about. places I know
nyself.

Me. Fourkes: Why do you rely on
1is report with regard to the Norseman
jeld, then ?

Mr. HOLMAN: I ain not relying ov
mis report with regard to Norseman. I
#as down in that district, I dare say,
sefore Mr. Montgomery was ever in the
State, and I have had 20 years' practical
ixperience of mining; so that I bave a
ittle knowledge of what I am talking
vhout.

Tue MinisTer ror Miwes: If you
1ad 100 years' experience it would wake
10 difference.
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Mz, HOLMAN: Perhaps it would
make no difference.

Mr. Bare: It would not make any
difference to the Minister for Mines.

Me. HOLMAN: Tt would make no
difference with him, but the fact that
Mr. Kaufman had a few years' experience
in boodling shows in Western Australia
might have made some difference to the
Minister for Mines in this case,

PERSONAL CONTENTION.

Tue MivisTeEr For Mixgs: I desire
that the hon. member'should explain that
remark.

Tee MinisteEr For Works (o Mr
Holman) : Say what you mean.

Mz. Hormaxn: What I say inside or
outside the House I am prepared to
stand by.

Twe MiwisTER FoR Mines: The hon.
member must be asked to withdraw, or
to say what he does mean. He says that
Mr. Kaufman has some knowledge of
boodling inside this House and outside
of it.

Mgr. Hormarw: I did not say that.

Tue Minister FoB Mives: It was a
most offensive remark. The hon. mem-
ber must go farther.

Me. Bara: He did not say that atall.
If you would eunly tie up your tongue it
would

Tra Mivisrer ror Mives: Oh, the
hon. mewmber is always ready with some-
thing offensive.

Mr. Hormax: If the Minister for
Mines had got up and given us some in-
formation there would have Dbeen an
opportunity to reply; but I was refused
the opportunity of getting information.

Tue MinisTER FOR WoORKs: No.

Mr. Horwax: I moved for the ad-
journment of the debate. ‘

Mg. Seeaggk: I did not understand
the hon. member to reflect on the
Minister. ‘The hon. member made some
reference, but unless it can be shown to
have some bearing on the Minister or
any other mewber of the Government, or
on the Government as a whole, I cannot
ask him to withdraw.

Mz. Hornmaw : I was referring to the
fact that I have had 20 years' practical
experience in mining, 14 years of the time
on West Australian goldfields, when the
Minister remarked that if I bad had a
hundred years' experience it would have
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made no difference; and then I made
another remark which seemed to fit him
very well,

Tee MinisTER For Mings: I want to
know whether the hon. member wished
that remark to refer to me. If so, I
want it withdrawn immediately.

Mzr. SpEaxer: If the hon. mewmber
reflected on the Minister for Mines, he
must withdraw immediately.

THE Misister For Mines: I shonld
like to know what the hon. member
referred to in making that offensive re-
mark, that Mr. Kaufman bad a know-
ledge of boodling both inside and outside
the House ?

DEBATE.

Mr. HOLMAN: I did not say that
Mr. Kaufman bas a knowledge of boed-
ling inside the House, and I hope no
man of that class will ever know the
inside of a House of Parliament in the
State of Western Australia. I say un-
hesitatingly that the fact that My, Kauf-
man went down into the Phillips River
district and bought properties for twenty
odd thousand pounds, and floated them
m the old country, where their market
value at the present time stands at 1}
millions, shows that he is using lis
position for all it is worth. During
past years, indeed, he has been working
his position to the utmost possible
extent. Up to the present, the total pro-
duction of gold and copper from the
Ravensthorpe field has amounted to only
£160,000. This leads me to say that Mr.
Kaufman is using unfair means of flota.
tion and hoodling as regards the people
of Western Australia and the people of
the old country, using means that are
altogether unfair. How is it possible for
that field, which has returned a total of
only £169,000 in gold and copper during
the last six years, to pay a fair rate of
interest on a capitalisation of £1,250,000
and also pay the working expenses as well ?
I say it is absurd. In my opinion, the
field at the present time does not warrant
the construction of a railway. The pro-
mise of the construction of the railway
given to Mr. Kaufman assisted him in
boodling and in waking a lot of money
in the old country at the expense of the
wining industry of this State. We are
told that the development of the mines
in that district amounts to 250 feet. We
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have seen no report from the Mines
officials on the field. We have had no
report from Mv. Maitland, the Govern-
ment (eologist, who is one of the best
men that could possibly have been sent
down there. T maintain that before this
railway was considered in the House,
that gentleman’s report should have been
furnished, und it should have bleen
a late report. His opinion ought to
bhave been available before we con.
sidered the measure. We are told that
no made road exists in that part of
the State, between Hopetoun and Ravems-
thorpe. Why, the same thing obtained
on the whole of the goldfields of Western
Australia, on every one of them.

Tre MivisTEr FOR WORES:
no difference in the rainfall ?

Mr. HOLMAN: There is this differ-
ence as regards the rainfall: when an
inch of rain falls on any part of the
Murchison field, teaws are hung up for
weeks on end. 'We had that experience
at Black Range only a month ago.

Mr. Gorn: After one inch of rain ¥

Mp. HOLMAN: Barely an inch, oy
little over an inch. It came down all at
once.

Tae MrvisTer FOR WoORKS:
inches.

Mr. Gorr: One inch should not stop
a feam.

Mr. HOLMAN: The fact bas been
published time after time, I refer to a
bush track. Next, a statement is made
by the Minister that several private
offers were made to construct the line
Why is no information given to the
House on thosef We have farther been
told that the conditions of the offers
were very favourable. Why are we not
told who made the offers and what the
conditions ave ? Tt is just the very same
thing as occurred when Mr. Rason moved
the second reading of the Collie-Boulder
Railway Bill. He gave the House no
information whatever on thut Bill. 1
say we have not yet bad any information
as to the reason why this live should be

Is there

Three

constructed. It is true we have had a
few remarks from the Minister for
Works.

Tre MinisTER For MIiNgs: Was a
recommendation for the construction of
this line ever made to the Cabinet that
you were a member of 7 Was a recom.
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mendation made by ome of your own
Ministers ?

Mr. HOLMAN: 1 &o not care. I
satisfy myself before T give my approval
to a work.

Tue Minister ror DMixes: Was a
recommendation made ?

Mr. HOLMAN: The fact that a
recommendation was made by a Minister
would not influence me. Why should
hal. weigh with me now at all? The
‘act that the Minister for Mines of that
dme bad seen the field would not
nfluence me. I should wunt to be satis-
ied myself that the railway is wanted.
Phe fact that a recommendation was mude
0 the Cabinet of which I may have been
v member is no reason why this Ministry
thonld come down with a proposal to
:onstruct the line, and force the proposal
hrough the House after giving no
nformation and allowing no epportunity
or the bringing forward of information
ending to prove that the line ought not
0 be constructed.

Ovprosttrion  MemBer: The Govern-
nent had the smelting works at that
me.

Mr. HOLMAN : Yes; the Govern-
nent had the smelting works at that
ime, Mr. Kaufmun was not there at
hat time, nor could Mr. Kaufman have
ot the smelter on the same terms as he
ws got it on since.  Tn connection with
he savings to be made, we have been told
w the Minister for Works that the cost
f cartage to Ravensthorpe iz some £4:
er ton.

Tue MiNisTer For Works: That was
harged. It is about £1 17s. per ton
OW. .

Me. Hupson : That is a special price.
*he ordinary price, atcording to a tele-
ram I received yesterday, is £3 15s.

Tre Ministeg pok Worgs: That was
he lust Government contract.

Mr. HOLMAN: Whom are we to
elieve? The Minister says one thiog,
nd the member for the district another.

Tae MixisTER ForR Works: Isaid the
15t Government contract was for £1 17s.
Mzr. HOLMAN : General cartage has
een mentioned. Coke is a specially bad
artage, for the bulkier an arficle is the
1ore 1s charged for it.

MeMBER: What about chaff ?,

Mr. HOLMAN : Chaff is always
harged a higher rate per load than any
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other goods. \We ar¢ told there would
be a preat saving on the whole of the
cartage, and we are told that 3,000 tons
have been carted on behalf of the Govern-
ment alone. But we know what that
3,000 tons was. It was a smelter and
fuel, and that work is not going to be
repeated for some considerable time. At
any rate, the work in the contract has all
been done; and, barring the carting of o
little coke, timber, necessary provisions,
and & little machinery, very little carting
will be needed for some considerable
time.

Tae MinisTER FoR MiNEs:
about coke for the smelter ?

Mr. HOLMAN: The smelter has not
started working yet, and we do not know
when it will start. I hope, if Mr
Kaufman pursues the same principle as
in the Phillips River district, where he
has tried to reduce wages below a living
wage, that the smelter never will start,
to snit Mr. Kaufman's book. The
Minister for Mines remarked that there
Several parts of
the State have been asking for railways,
parts of the State that have returned
hundreds of thousands of pounds. They
have asked for wood lines, for example,
and for other lines; but they bave
received no consideration at all. The
people of Cuwe have been asking for a
wood line for some considerable time.
The mines of Cue and Day Dawn have
been suffering from the fact that they
canuot get fuel or mining timber., What
consideration have they received ¥ None
whatever.

Tae Minister For Mings: How long
is it since the wood line was asked for?

Mr. HOLMAN: The people of Cue
asked for the wood line long before the
James Government were in power, and, I
believe, when the Minister for Mines
went up there once he gave a half-
promise of the line.

Tae Mivister For Mines: Nothing
of the sort.

Me. HOLMAN; A request was maude
for u wood line when the present Premier
wug on tour inquiring into the timber
industry, not only as regards this part of
the State, but as regards other parts as
well.  That request has been several
times repeated. What consideration have
the people received? None whatever.
We have the member for the district

What
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stating that the line was warranted by
the devcelopiment of the field; but there
is no development of the field. The field
is only in the prospecting slage, and there

has been in that part of the State no dis- |

covery of a permanent lode; that is, pro-
vided the mformation I have received
from persons able to give good informa-
tion is correct.  The Ravensthorpe people
are working mines where the reets and
ore are very small.  The lodes are worked
for a certam time, and then they cut out.
[ have not been in the district myself,
but I have tried to get all possible in.
formalion, and that is the effect of it.
Take the products of the field and the
possibilities of the field. Why, during
the last few years the vields have been
decreasing! That is so beyond a doubt;
the returns of the Mines Department
show it. The latest return I have from
the Mines Depurtment in connection with
the Phillips River field is somewhat
similar to the returns I desire to have
at present hrought up todate. However,
in the circomstances I maintain that the
railway is in no way warranted. Next,
as to cartage to the field and the total
pumber of shows alveady at work, the
number of men al work on the field at
the present time does not in any
way warrant the building of a railway,
and the prospect of a large number of
men starting in that part of the State in
the near future is remote indeed ; in fact,
present informations goes to show that
there are u considerable number of un-
employed in that part of the State. We
see that on the first possible chance the
big company, the company for whom this
railway is leing built, s trring to
reduce wages; and when we kuow
that the company, if
its property at the present market
valuation, would clear nearly a million
and a quarter of money. This shows the
nmeans the company will stoop to for
robbing the working-men of a paltry
shilling a day. The member for the dis-
trict (Mr. Hudson) urged that there
were 16 miles of sand along the road and a
certain amount of clay.
represent there are two roads between two -
centres, one 120 miles in length, the

other between 140 and 150 miles; and iv :
addition there are some ten or 12 other -
roads in all directions, some of them 50
or 60 miles in length, and in every one |

it could sell |

In the disirict T !
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are clay and sand patches; so whe
it rains all these roads become impassable
The member for Xatanning (Mr. Piesse’
said it took three horses three hours t
drag a buggy a distance of nine miles
I have seen a whole team taken out and
harnessed to a buggy that had gno
bogged, and the whole team could ne¢
baut that buggy out, though they pulle
the shafts clean away and left the bugg
behind.  The member for the distric
said that I eould not bave travelled man)
roads. I chink that for the one mile o
goldfields roads the hon. member ha
travelled, I have travelled fifty, perhap:
a hundred. I have travelled every gold
field road in Western Australia wit
the exception of those in the North-Wes
and one or two in the Phillips Rive
part. I think I have a better know
ledge of the goldfields roads of Westen
Australia than any other member of th
House; and I say that the whole of th
goldfields roads are in a bad state, an
when the weather is at all wet the
become impassable. TIn some cases ther
are 15 or 20 wiles of hewvy sand in spimife:
country. Yet in the case Lefore us, onl;
some 30 miles of cartivg is required
and we have to remember that the tota
amount. produced on that field would no
move than pay the cost of constructing
the line, if the whole of the money wer
expended in that direction. I would lik
to ask what the Government are going t
do in regard to other parts of the gold
fields. We are told that, comparativel:
speaking, the Phillips River field is new
that it has only been worked for the las
six years, and that its prospects at th
present time muy be considered bright
I hope it will turn ont one of the hes
copper-fields in Australasia, let alone
Western Australia—I would be only to
pleased to believe that such will be th
case—but I have information whicl
shows that the prospects of the field ar
nove too bright, and that it has onl
been boosted by a man whom it pays t
boost it to the bighest point, My
Kaufman. We are told by the membe
for Katanaing that be has been to tha
part of the Stute and has seen the golc
mines; Lut I prefer to be guided b
information obtained from practical ten
[Hox. F. H. PiessE: I said “ copper.”
We will take the copper returns for tha
district. I do not know exactly how
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many thousands of pounds have been
spent by the Government in the con-
struction of the smelter, but [ do know
that only £72,000 worth® of copper has
been produced during the last six years;
and we have now a proposition to spend
£50,000 or £60,000 in the construction
of a railway to a field the prospects of
which are sn poor.

Tue Minister For Miwes: Mr.
Kanfman is prepared to build the line.

Mer. HOLMAN: T have heard that
statement made ance or twice before; but
it has been onlv o statement. If Mr.
Kaufman went to the old country and
told the eompany he represents thaf it
would bauve to build the railway line,
theu the market value of that company’s
property would not be so high as if is
to-day. It was omnly on the assurance
given to the compavy by Mr. Kaufman
that the present Ministry bad promised
to build the ling in the near fnture that
be was able to boost up the property in
the way he did. It would pay Mr. Kauf-
man to build the line, even if he had to
spend £50.000; because during its con-
struction he could be untoading his stock,
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and at the end we would find that the

investors had becen left with a ** baby ” to
nurse, while Mr. Kaufiman would have
his pockets full. I de not want to see
any individual benefiting himself in this
way ab the expense of genuine investors
and at the expensc of the good name of
this State. As I said before, as soon as
the value of a property is bolstered up
vn the London market, if such property
is not returning a fair percentage on the
moncy value, the first thing the owners
bry to do is to reduce wages. We have
had an early experience in ithis con-
nection of the class of person Mr. Kauf-
man is; for hefore starting swmelting at
all, he has tried to reduce wages by ls.
or 23 a day; and it is a disgrace that the

Government should assist an individual |
like that who tries to bring down wages '

wmd to Iwing dewn the indusiry. We
have heard a lot about the high cost of
=arbage in that part of the State. The
w03t of cartage to Peak Hill at the present
Ame s £8 or £9 a ton, and to Wiluna it

s aboat the saume; vet those places can-
106 get any consideration from the Gov-
‘rnment.
m a 20-mile sandpatch on the road to
Wiluna, on which the horses, after the
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teams had gone eight or nine miles, had
tobe taken back that distanceand watered.
Thut was refused. For what reason?
Almost as many men are on Wiluna
as there are at Ravensthorpe, men who
are working and opening up the district
without companies to assist them; but
hecause they are legitimate prospectors
no consideration is shown them. Yet
we find that Mr. Kunfman, who would
be waking a million and a quarter, provid-
ing he disposed of his property at its
present market price, can get u railway
for the asking. The time has arrived
when the specding of loan wonevs in
that divection showld be at an end, and
when the legitimate prospectors of this
State shounld be aggisted in o mavuer
that will best open up the industry.
Why should those people who bave
borne the heat and burden of the day
for the last 12 or 14 yvears—the workers
at Peak Hill have heen developing the
country Ffor the past 14 years —not be
able to get any assistance at all? The
track to Peak Hill which at the preseut
time is not too good in many parts,
covers o distance of 120 wiles, whereas
the expenditure of a few hundred pounds
would open up u direct route between
Meekatharra and Peak Hill which would
reduce the distance by at least 25 miles.
1f the Government would provide agrant
for the survey and cutting of this road,
the roads board would do the work itself
But this cannot he done, though
thousands of pounds are spent in other
directions where such help iz not re-
¢nired.

Tue Minrster For Wores: You have
no right to make that statement. You
know inquiries are now being made.

Mr. HOLMAN: [ bave had that
reply many times.

Tae MINISTER FOorR WorRES: We have
had a report within the Tast 10 days.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister for
Works Eknows that T sent in a request
long before this session opened. A re-
port favourable to the cutting of this
voad has been received.

Tue MiNisTER FOrR WoRrEks: Some of
the reports are in Favour of the road,

. some against.

T asked that a well he sunk

—

M. HOLMAN: The report of an
officer who has been on the field for a
number of years, who has travclled the
different roads and in fact opened up
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the country by making water supplies,
should be preferable to that of an officer
who probably has never been there. I
am sorry the Governwment adopted the
attivude they have in regard to the
passage of these Railway Bills, I men-
tioned when the Loan Bill was before
the House that T should like some farther
information why these railways should be
constructed; but the Government will
neither give the information nor afford
members an opportunity to bring forward
any information we may have at omr
disposal. In connection with the putting
through of this line, I am satrongly
opposed to it, as I do not consider that
at the present time this railway is war-
ranted. I would like to see such develop-
ment in the near future that a railway
line should be warranted; but I do not
feel disposed to support this measure,
which means an expenditure of £50,000
or £60,000 in the construetion of a rail-
way which is not warranted. If wespend
this £60,000, it will mean that we will
have spent in that part of the State
probably almost as much Government
uoney as the total output of gold and
copper from that field. That 1% mani-
festly unfair, and ib is unreasonable to
expect us to do it. I believe in the Gov-
ernment fostering industrics and spending
money where it will do the most good.
At the present time we are not doing this.
Before a line from Ravensthorpe to
Hopetoun is considered, a railway should
be constructed to Black Range and
Meeckatharra, and a line in the North-
West. We heard of the vast possibilities
of the North-West long before this other
was diseovered. It has been stated that
the salvation of the North-West lies in a
railway convecting the coast with the
Pilbarra Goldfield ; and T say that before
a railway is begun in the Phillips River
distriet we should construct a Jine in the
North-West. I have not visited the
North-West, and I am speaking now from
information supplied to the House in
returng issued by the Mines Department.
According to these, the North- West has
returned thousands upon thousands of
pounds worth more of mineral wealth
than the Phillips River ever did or is
ever likely to do; and the possibilities of
the mineral fields of the North-West are
far-and-uway ahead of those of the
Phillips River district. Its only draw-

[ASSEMBLY.}

Bill, second reading.

back is that there is no Mr. Kaufman
standing to make so much money in the
North-West us is the case in construet-
ing a railway to the Phillips River field.
I would like to know how it was pos-
gible for Mr. Kaufman to go to England
and at a meeting of his compuny early in
duly last give information that a railway
was to be constructed to that part of the
Stuate in the near fulure? I would like
to koow where bhe got his information ¥
Mr. Kaufman left Western Australia
early in June last, yet he was able to go
home and give this information, while
we even at the present time are not
allowed an opportunity of perusing the
reports of Mr. Muir, the engineer wha
was sent to the district; and we are sup-
posed to take the few extracts read out
by the Minister for Works as being the
whole of the information available as to
the necessity for constructing the line,
If that be so, sufficient evidence has not
been adduced to-night to show good
reason why that railway live should be
constructed. Therefore I move an amend-
ment—

That the second reading of the Bill be post-
poned for six months.

[A pausc ensned.]

TueE MinisTEr ror MiNgs : The hon.
member

Mx. HoLmay (ugain rising) : I will
not move that now, as I find that another
amendment is to be moved.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon
H. Gregory): The previous speaker
wishes members to believe that an effort
has been made f0 “gag’ those who ar
opposed to this Bill. The Railway Bille
were set down for second reading last
night, and no effort was made to push
them forward. In the earlier stages of
the debate this evening the hon. membe
rose and asked that the debate be ad-
jonrned. That was refused. I way
state there were other reasons for the
attitude of the hon. member. I was
strongly advised not to make any state.
ment on the second reading of this
measutre until after the. member fm
AMurchison had spoken. T feel pleased t¢
think I did not speak before he rose; and
probably the fact of his baving spoken firat
may account for the loss of his notes
I am satisfied that many other statenients
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would hiave been mude had the member
an opportunity of speaking after T had
spoken in regard to the Bill before the
House. A little brief bkistory of the
district may not be out of place. The
Bavensthorpe field is essentially a
vopper mining district, a district for the
production of the baser wmetals. There
1s some gold there, and for some time the
Floater mine and the Ma~ri Chief
mine were worked as gold-mines. Both
of these mines so far as gold-mining are
concerned were partial failures, but lately
there have been many leases applied for
as goll-mining leases in the Kuudip dis-
trict. From 24 to 36 leases have been
applied for, and in addition a large num.
ber of prospecting leases have been
worked at Kundip, situated midway
between Ravensthorpe and the coast.
Copper has been worked in this district
for the last five years. When copper
was first discovered it was impossible to
develop the mines to any great extent ;
in fact, it was impossible to do anything
but rob the mines of the richest shoots
of ore, as the expense of sending the ore
to the coasi apd then to Adelide or
Syduey for treatment was so great that
it was impossible to work these mines in
a proper manner. An official inspec-
tion was made there, and a smelter
established. For some time tbe smelter
did good work, but owing to its being
badly constructed a new smelter had to
be erected in ils place. While that
smelter was closed down a new company
appeared on the field, and the greater
number of producing mines were pur-
chagsed by that company, that is the
company controlled by the gentleman
of whom the member for Murchi-
son has said a great deal, Mr.
Kaufwan, who I believe controls the
Phillips River Copper Mining Co. That
compuny is doing a large amount of work,
but that is not the only company there
trying to develop that field. The hon.
member has spoken to some extent of
the swall value of production in connec-
tion with the Phillips River field, that the
district has only produced 9,500 tons of
ore; but those 9,500 tons of ore have
produced copper to the value of £72,000.

Me. HoLmax: They are all the rich
atches.

Twe MINISTER FOR DMINES: 1
was pointing out the difficulties of the
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district, which made it impossible for the
penple to work anything but the richest
patches to be found. The general
manager of the company is Mr. Klug,
who 1s respected by wining people, but
who may not have had as wuch
experisuce as the niember for 3urchisen
claims in connection . with mining
generally. Mr. Klug is highly respected,
and I am given to understand he helieves
they will be able to make 3 per cent. ore
pay in that district. If the company can
only make 5 per cent. ore pay, while in
the past it has needed 10 per cent., 12 per
cent., and up to 15 per cent. ore to pay, it
stands to reason a larger quantity of ore
will be available. This 1s a very large
district. It has bgen proved over 22
miles, and a large area has been taken
up. When I was there three years ago
with Mr. Montgomery we spent 10 days
on the field, inspecting every mining
show being worked, and every member is
aware of the extensive pamphlet Mr.
Montgomery issued and the recommenda-
tions made by him in which he pointed
out how impossible it would be for that
field to ever grow unless connected by a
railway with the ecoast. Mr. Mont.
gomery was not the only one who had
that opinion, for an opinion was given
when the member for Murchison was a
member of Cabinet. Mr. Johnson on the
30th June, 190h, sent a minute to
Cabinet recommending that a tramwuy
was absolutely necessary for the success-
ful working of the smelter.

Me. Hornaw: You are incorrect. The
member for Murchison was not a memnber
of the Calinet at that time.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
on the 30th June?

M. Baru: On the 5th June he ieft.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Three
weelts earlier he was turned out, was he ?
T did not think he was found so useless
so quickly. Tam pointing out that the
member for Guildford sent in his recom-
mendation to Cabinet, and I now under-
stand the member for Murchizson was not
a member of the Cabinet at that time.
But Mr. Johuoson, the then Minister for
Mines, wrote to Cabinet pointing out that
in his opinion it was peeessary a tram-
way should be constrocted by the Gov-
ernment. Why? I wish members to
consider this. T do not want them to
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give o moment’s consideration to the re-
marks of the wmember for Murchison.
The veason why Mr. Johuson recom-
mended to the Daglish Government that
thig railway should be constructed by the
(Government was that for a considerable
time before that a genuine offer had been
made to the Government asking to be
allowed to construet that railway. The
offer was to construct a railway with a
3ft. 6in. gauge, with 40lb. rails, and that
railway was to be constructed from
Hopetoun via Kundip, Mt. Desmond,
past the smelter to Ravensthorpe. Tt
was to be banded to the Government free
of expense at the end of 30 years; that
is, the Government were not to pay one
sixpence for the line. They would have
to pay for the rolling-stock, the equip-
ment, the tanks and buildings, but for the
ruilway they were not asked to pay oue
sixpence, and we were to give nothing
away except the small piece of ground
which the railway would traverse. The
rates which they offered to charge were
lower than the rates recommended
by the Works Department in con-
nection with the coustruction of this
line. I want members to remember
that it was since Mr. Kaufinan has been
spending thousands in that distriet and
since he has been trying to boodle people
in this State, as the member for Morchi-
son pul it, or trying to carry hie boodling
propositions in the old country, that the
matter came before me and before the
member for Guildford. The proposition
was before the Government long before
these people offered to construct the rail-
way. The Works Department suggested
that the freights charged should be so
much per ton. The offer of these people
was less than that recommended by Mr.
Carrington, the engineer, whichis in the
report of the engineer-in-chief in connec-
tion with this matter. I think it was 6d.
a ton that the engincer suggested should
be charged, and he reckoned thut at 4d.
a ton on the traffic there would be u loss
of £40 10s. 8d. per week. This report
was made some time ago, when 1 was
previously in office. At 6d. a ton the
revenue would give a profit of £31 4s.
per week. These people offered to carry
goods at a lower rate than that, and that
rate was to be reduced until it would
come down to a basis of 10s. a ton, on
coke and copper matte.
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Mgr. Honman: The prospects of the
field were better then than now.

Tie MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
differ from the hon. member.

Me. HoLmax: I sav yes.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
bon. member has had such great ex-
perience of the fields.

Mr. HoLmaw : Look at the reports.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Has
not the hon. member a little bit of com-
mon sense, or does he want to hide the
fact. that for 12 months there was no
smelter worked.

Mr. Hoimaw:
1904-5.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: Does
not the hon. member know that during
most of 1905 the smelter was closed
down ? If he wants to hide these fucts,
well and good. We do not want to hide
facts at all. Tt is apparent to everybody
that the district has never, during the
time it has been in existence, been in the
sume state as itis at present. There is
prosperity now before it. I regret, as
everybody else does, that when we have
good propositions they arve taken up by
outsiders, who come in and obtain the
benefit that we should obtain here. On
the other band, are we to say that we
refuse to allow outsiders to come here,
and when they come here to refuse to
allow them to mvest money in the State ?
This Mr. Kanfman and his friends came
here and invested money in the State.
When Mr. Kaufman came he asked e in
regurd to various projects, and T lold the
House months ago the substance of the
communications which took place be-
tween Mr. Kaufman and myself. Three
questions were placed before me; one,
the acquisition of the smelter; sccondly,
the building of a railway to the coust, and
thirdly, the construction of tramways
from the various mines to a central
smelter. Members know what has liap-
pened in regard to the swelter. With
regard to tramways from wmine to ine,
I said that was not a matier which I con-
sidered necessary 1o consult Cabinet
about, bat that if he opened up half a
dozen mines and put up one central
smelter, provided e did not interfere
with the rights of other people, | would
give him the same right thut had been
given to the big mine at Tawlers, that he
could construct tramlines enabling him

I am speaking of
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to treat his ore at one central works at
the cheapest possible rates. I made him
that offer and told him that if he made
application to we through the warden,
unless there was grave objection he
would get permission from me; but
in  regard to the ruilway I told
him that that was o work which
would have to be constructed by the
Government, that it was o work we
should control, and that it was my inten-
tion to recommend Cahinet to construct
the ruilway. I made that aunouncement
previvusly, and the same knowledge was
available to Mr. Kaufmun or anybody
else. Ihada big opinion of the field,
and I want to impress this on wmembers.
As far as my knowledge is concerned, I
do not know of oue member who is
interested to the extent of one sixpence
in these mines.
formerly w colleague of mine had some

{5 Deceseex, 1906,]

Ove member who was |

interest in one of the leuses, but he sold

out previous to this action being taken;
but while he was o member of Cabinet 1
can assure members that never in one

instance did he approach we in regard to

one gingle matter relating to the Phillips
River field. Members kuow the gentle-
wan I am refercing to. He is not a
member of this House at present; but
from the first day he had his small
interest, he he did not approach me at all.
T do nmot think it is necesssary for
me to go into details as to the merits
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Although from the arguments used the
other evening by the member for Murchi-
son (Mr. Hohnan) be apparently wishes
one set of laws to apply to the pros-
pector, and another set of laws 1o the
MIDIBEG coOmpany ——

Mg, HoLman: No.

Tee MINISTER FOB MINES: So
furas [ am concerned, once a person or
a company obtains any proposition or
any right under the Mining Act, I say it
is onr duty to treat all equally.

Mr. Horman: You have never done
thut yet.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
for the House to say whether we shull
coustruct a railway there, and T nay say
that I have had three offers for the con-
struction of the railway. One has been
a special offer, and T believe the people
behind the gentleman who made it are
people of means, people who have been
engaged in railway construction in this
State for along period, and have executed
some very large works indeed. They
made this offer some two years ago to
me, and I refused to accept i6, unlike
those hon. members who would prefer
that private enterprise should con-
struct these railwavs. T said *No,”

“and that in this instance I considered

aud importance of the field, the number |

of men emploved there or the potenti-
alities of the field. Anyone readmmg the
papers and the mining reports mnst be
satisfied that there is the possibility of u
big district there. T have received a
semi-private report from a gentleman

the railway one which might well be
constructed by the Government. Mr.
Kaufroan would e only too pleased, I
think, to have the control of the railway.
When he came to me on the subject T
said at once, “No.! T gave him the

- promise I have told the House of in

who was appointed by my frievds oppo- |

site to a responsible position on the fields,
and that gentlewan guse me his impres.
sion of the ficld; that it would in the near
future carry w population of over 10,000
people. 1 am surc if I mention his name
hon. members would say that they could
place the greatest confidence in any state-
ment he wade. But, apart from that,
we have the steady progress of the pluce,
and the possibility in the vear futare of
an exceedingly large production.  So far
as any one individual is concerned I care
little. It has nothing to do with me.
My great desireis to iry and promote
the best interests of the

industry:

regivrd to bis tram lines, but in regard to
the coustruction of the railway 1 told him
distinctly that I thought this a work
which should be constructed by the Gov-
ernment, and that I intended to recomn-
mend the Government to construct a rail-
way. I farther said that if the Govern.
wment did not construct the railway 1
should refer the matter to Parliament,
bat that if the railway was to be con-
structed by private enterprise the work
would not be given privately to any in-
dividual: the Government would call for
tenders with o view to enabling the per-
son offering the best terins to secure the
censtruction. T also said, however, that
I believed that Parliament would: not
altow private enterprise to construct the
railway. Another reference was made
to-night, and T think it was a most.un-
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gracious reference, to the possibilities that
might have occurred in connection with
the running of this railway to Ravens-
thorpe from Starvation Boat Harbour.
Now, what did I do? As soon as ever [
diseovered that there was a possibility of
the railway running to Starvation Boat
Harbour, 1 sent for the papers and par-
ticularly inspected the Admiralty charts.
It struck me that it was possible Starva-
tion Boat Harbour would afford better ac-
commodation than Hopetoun, as there was
deeper water at Starvation Boat Harbour.
Having seen the chart T thought it might
be my duty to recommend Parliament to
construct the railway to Starvation Boat
Harbour. Therefore, I asked the Minister
for Lands to reserve every bit of land
about that port—to reserve it to the
Crown, so that no person would he
able to chip in and secure any of it.
Thus I reserved to the State, had con-
struction to that point been decided on,
the whole of the unearned increment
which would accrue. There is no neces-
sity for a sneer as to what might have
happened had the railway gone to Star-
vation Boat Harbour; because every
right of the State was conserved, and con-
served by me.

Me. Hupson : After you had notice.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES:
Notice from whom ¥

Me. Hupsor: From me.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. mermber is making a statement
which ke cannot substantiate.

Mg. Hupson: Look at Hanrsard, and
read my speech on the second reading.
Then you will see.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
may say wmore. I do not think anybody
has ever shown less influence in connection
with the matter than the hon. member
(Mr. Hodson). It is sinply because the
railway benefits the district that it is
being constructed.

Mge. Hupsor : That is why I am sup-
porting you.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
Whether the hon, member pointed it out
or not, early action was taken by me. As
soon as I saw the chart, and saw the
possibility of Starvation Boat Harbour
proving the best harbour I took action.
However, to udopt that pert would have
meant about eight miles of additionul eon-
struction, for the sake of the deeper
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water.  Besides there were other difficul-
ties; and on receiving the reports of the
special officers, including Mr. Irvine,
whom we sent downp to investigate, the
Gavernment could come to no other con-
clusion than that Hopetoun would, of
the two, be the better harbour. We are,
thevefore, compelled to the belief that
it will be wiser, in the best interests of
the State, to construct a railway to
Hopetoun. If we were willing to con-
struct some 70 miles of railway we could
obtain a better harbour; bnt the nost
of construction, in the opinion of the Gov-
ernment, would be too great altogether,
I do not think we should be justified, at
all events at the present time, in incur-
ring the increased expenditure. T hope
that Parliameat will come to either one
of two couclusions. The district, in my
opinion, warrants the construction of a
railway. If we are not going to construct
the railway, I hope we shall not indulge
in any dog-in-the-manger policy. I have
refrained from giving the name of the
gentleman who made a special offer,
which wus received on the 28th June
1905, because probably it would not be a
fair thing to give the name—Dbecause
Parliament might say that the State
would not construct the railway but
would allow others to construet it.

Mz. Jornson : It was a genuine offer.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
I think the hon, member (Mr. Johnson)
wag dealing with this offer when he made
kis recommendation to Cabinet.

Mx. Jonwsow: That is so.
dealing with that offer.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Ido
not think it would be fair to the gentle-
man who wmade the offer to make his
name public now, becanse other applicu-
tions may be received; and it would be
unwise, anyhow, to give any farther
particulars than I have given here
to-night. I resent the imputation that
the action of the Grovernment has been
taken simply because a certain company
has started operations in the Phillips
River district. The recommendation 1n
regard to this rallway was made by Mr,
Montgomery some two years ago.

Mr. Hupsox: He recommended it in
1905.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
also recognised the importance of the

I was
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district, and I am sure other members !
who have followed the development of .
the field recognise also that it is a
district of importance. It is not
like one of the districts mentioned by the
member for Murchison (Mr. Holmau)
where 70, 80, or even 90 miles of con-
struction is involved. This railway is a
propostion of 32 wmiles. Copper pro-
duetion is entively different from gold-
mining. There is so mch extra carringe
iu connection with copper mining—double
the carriage that one has in connection
with goldmining. Coke and vther neces-
sities for smelting have to be transported
as well as the products of the mipes.
Moreover, & much larger population hus
to be provided for in counection with
copper mining. Then one has to get the
product back again, usually in the form
of matte. Probably, however, in wany
instances—-and we may find it so in this
connection—u smeltor is constructed near
the coast, if transport facilities are
reasonable. T want also to impress on
hon. members that there is not a good
supply of water at Ravensthorpe—good
water will have {o be obtained at some
distance, I am afraid, There is a diffi-
culty in regard to fresh water, and mining
engineers have bren considering for a
long time whether the more economical
course would be to construct a smelter
on the seaboard, where there would be
abundanee of water, or to smelt their
ore at Raveusthorpe. In either case, the
deal is & good one for the railway. The
amount of coke used is indeed large. I
have here the figures relating to coke
used by the small smelter which the
Government were working some time
ago. Hon. members can imagine the
increased quantity of coke whirh will be
required when ore of a value of 5 per
cent. or less is being treated on the field.
I have not the slightest doubt. that, if we
can reduce the cost of produetion—and
the only method by which that cost can
be reduced is the construction of a rail-
way-—so as to enable 5 per cent. and less
ore to he treated there, within a few
vears we shall have a large popalation in
that district, a population exceeding
10,000 and probably 15,000 or 20,000.

Mgr. HoLmax: What 1s the average
per cent. of ore treated ¥

Tae MINISTER FOR JMINES: I
hope bon. members will deal with this ]
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matter to-night. I wish to state that
personally I have no interest in the place,
but that so far as the mining industry is
concerned, I feel we sball bhe doiug a
good thing in providing this railway, I
want to impress on hon. members that
this is not a proposition similar to several
other propositions, where outside people
have comne in and made offers, where it
would have ULeen far better for the
Government to coostruct the railway
straight away. We have received ganuine
offers, and there is not the stightest doubt
in my mind that if we were to agree to
this railway being privately constructed
we conld get, within a couple of mouths,
offers for the construction, with a sul-
stautial honus tu the Crown for the
right to construct. I say we are not
justified in this, however. The district
warrauts the construction of the railway,
and I think it is due to us to try and
assist in the development of the district,
which should be a big consumer of the
products of other industries within the
State,

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): The
Minister for Works and the Minister for
Mines have evidently taken to themselves
the remark of Artemus Ward which the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish} quoted
the other night, to the effect that what
they don’t know is not knowledge. I
want to point out to both gentlemen, and
especially to the Miuister for Mines, that
on an important project such as this it is
not sufficient to talk in a loud voice.
What 18 vecessary is that the informa-
tion supplied shall be detailed, shall
be information which will assist members
in arriving at a decision, and that Par.
liament should not be called on to decide
on the expenditure of money even for u
railway only 32 miles long before full
information is vouchsafed. Now, it has
been referred to hefore, and T presume it
will be referred to farther to.night, that
we wre in precisely the same position as
we were in last session when three rail-
way proposals were introduced. At that
time the whole plea was that the railways -
were part of the Government. policy, that
the ¢hange of Governmentand the exigen-
cies of the election campaiga bhad com-
pelled Ministers lo introdnce these
measures at the very termination of the
session, and that only because of the
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urgent necessity for the construction of
these lines did they call on Parliament to
deal with the proposals in such a short
period of time. We had promises of
amendment for the future: we were
assured that in connection with all future
projects for the construction of railways,
ample time being available for Ministers
to prepare their proposals, every possible
information would be supplied, and that
this House would not be called on to
deal with sueh proposals except on the
amnplest information, and after ample time
for discussion. We also had that assur-
ance repeated when the Treasurer moved
his proposal for the suspension of the
Standing Orders in order to desputch
the business before the House. We
were then told by the Minister that
while he wished this motion to go
through in order to facilitate business,
he would not push through important
financial proposals or Bills for the
construction of railways withoul giving
hou. members the fullest information
and ample time for discussion. Now,
what is the information supplied to us?
To a large extent il consists of vague
estimuates of the areas being worked and
of what the traffic is likely to be; but T
can say with absolute confidence that,
apart from the statement as to the length
of line, the guuge, the weight of rails,
and the estimate of cost, we have nothing
which will enable members, unversed as
they are in the claims of sowe of these
proposals, to give an intelligent decision
on the Bills submitted to the House.
What we require is not only the estimates
supplied here, but an estimate of what is
likely to be the traffic, the revenne per
year, and the working expenses: we
should have u statement of the interest
and sinking fund, and working expenses,
so that we could arrive with some degree
of certainty at what the projects will
briog forth. Instead of this we bave had
some hysterical remarks fromn the Minister
for Mines, and somewhat of a schoolboy
essay from the Minister for Works, and
we are not even given time to deal with
-or see the report of their speeches. We
are not able to secure an adjonroment
even for one day, but the proposal must
be rushed through Parliament in order
that hon. members may not be able to
deal with it in the manner the proposal ;
deserves.
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Tue MrnisTer Fok Mines: Yon kuow
we do not propose to go on beyond the
second reading. _

Mr BATH: But the second reading
stage is practically the only opportunity
we have of eliciting the information. The
Minister knows that when the Bill goes
into Commitlee we have to confine our
remarks to the subject-matter of the pur-
ticnlar clanse being considered. So fur
as this district 1s concerned, T am not in
agreement to a great degree with the

I regard a proposal such as a railway to
Phillips River field as one that is worthy
of the consideration of the Government,
and well worthy of the consideration of
Lhoa. members; because T have always
found that, while gold attracts more and
is regarded as more certain, because
we can always rely on o fixed
price, if we look at the history of
mining throughout the Commonwealth
we find that it is the baser metals that
have furnished employment at places like
Cobar and Broken Hill not only to
miners but alse to people engaged in
business dependent on the mines, and
have also furnished a considerable amount
of traffic for the railways. But that
opinion which I hold does not justity me
in giving a verdict on this proposal with-
out adequate informatiou; nor does it
justify us in being treated this session—
with ample opportuunity before the Gov.
ernment. to introduce their proposals—in
precisely the same way as we were treated
lagt session. These proposals are not
new. The Minister for Mines has said
that when Mr. Kaufrman was here he
told him that the field wus deserving of
railway communication ; and we have had
stutements from the Premier and his
colleagues in regard to other proposals,
in the policy speech and in the very early
stages of the session, showing that there
wus uothing in the way of the Cabinet
hringing down these proposuls at an early
| date and securing the fullest possible
information on them. The Minister for
Mines says that this railway is at present
an essentially better project and more
satisfactory than it wus at the time the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
made a recommendation to the Cabinet
of which he was a member. I say that
such is not the case. At the time the
| member for Guildford made a recom-

remarks of the member for Murchison.
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wendation  to  Cabinet the Goveru-
ment owned the smelter at Ravensthorpe,
and the properties which bad been taken
ap and partially developed on this
field were held by independent miners.
The Government had expended, not only
in the eroction of a smelter, but in
the provision of other facilities, a con-
siderable sum of money in the develop-
ment of that. field. To a Jarge extent the
Government of this State had done the
pioneering work in connection with the
Phillips River gold and copper field ; and
after they had doue this, after they had
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erected a smelter and provided facilities -

in various other dircetions, cspeeiully in
connection with the harbour at Hope-
toun, v order that the field wmight
procure its supplies as - expeditiously
as possible, after they bad brought
the field into prominence, and after
developments had warranied those who
went down there saying that the per-
manence of the field was assured, and
there was a possibility of great develop-
ment and a great increase in the popula-
tion and of an increased production—
after all this had been done practically
by the Government and by the expendi-
ture of public money, the Government
allowed a person [rom outside, not inte-
rested n legitimate mining development,
Lut interested in the Rotation of pro-
perties in the old country, to come in and
practically scoop the whole pool.
fore 1 say that the project is now not at
all on a par with the position when the
member for Guildford tade the recom-
mendation to Cabinet more than 12
months ago. The position at the pre-
scnt time 1s this: Mr. Kaufman, who is
the moving figure in connection with the
Phillips River Gold and Copper Mining
Company, has secured many of the pro-

There-

ducing properties there and has also -

secured the smelter ; and no matter how
much we may be told as to the extent of
the mineral-bearing field there, and of
the probability of farther development
in other districts, the possibility of far-
ther development by independent mine
owners is practically nullified by reason
of the fact that the smeiter bas been sold
to Mr. Kaufman and that they have no
opportunity of developing their properties
independently. They bhave no way of
treating their stuff now except for the
term specified in the agreement of sale;
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und that is only a limited time; and it
will menn that those mine owners who
ure actively developing mineral-bearing
ore will have to abandon their shows or
else sell their properties at a price not
fixed by themselves or by agreement
wilh My, Kaufman, but fixed by Mr.
Kauvfman himself, because he has posses-
sion of the smelter and has a lease of the
land around it, a lease of all the iron-
stone depusils smrounding the smelter,
aud therefore has & whip hand and may
dictate terms. The position is that
though there are now parties struggling
outside independent of Mr. Kaufwan,
the proposition reselves itself into the-
State building a railway for the working
of Mr. Kuufman’'s properties.

M=r. Unperwoon: We must work a
profit to somebody with the railway.

Mx. BATH: Uundoubtedly; but the
project cannot be so favourably vegarded
now that Mr. Kaufinan holds a mono-
poly, or has the power to exercise a
monopoly uny time he needs, as when we
had independant mine owners with the
possibility and probability of widespread
development over the wbole field. The
Minister for Mines bas said: Are we to
say that the company which owns these
properties ts to be denied railway com-
nmunication beeause it has come in from
the old country and has brought in
capital when local iuvestors were not
ready to do #t? The question I would
like to ask the Minister is this: Is it not
probable that local people would have

' been ready to develop the tield if they

could have placed before their share-
holders the same proposals as were
submitted by Mr. Kaufman? 1 have no
desire 10 make any charge against the
Minister ; but whatever may he said in
regard Lo the promise in connection with
the railway, the fact remains that Mr.
Kauiman used the statement that the
Government were going to place a sum
of money on the Estimates for the rail-
way in order to assist in booming the
shares of the company in which he was
interested.  If local people could have
used the same statement, if the people in
Western Australin could have gone to
the investing public here or throughout
ihe Commionwealth and said that the
Government had promised to spend
£70,000 in the construction of a railway,

- and had promised to sell the smelter at =
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price much below what it cost, and had | should buve bheen submitted, in connee-

promised fo lease a large area of
land at a wuwowinal rental for 99
years, the loeal investors would have
jumped at the chance, and there would
have been no need for British capital 1o
come in,  But the fact of Mr, Kaufman,
rightly or wrongly, using this informa-
tion and placing it before the investing
public of the old country was the reason
why he was able to get British capital
invested here. If the local people had
precigely the same opportuaity we would

have had the investment of local capital

and would not have had Mr. Kanfinan
appearing in this project at all. While
I have sud that a mineral field such as
this, if the mineral ore is likely to any
great extent to Dbe permanent, and if
there are large ore bodies, presents a
better proposition than even a gold
mining district, we have to bear in mind
the fact that copper is a metal the price

for which is essentially a fluctuating one. .
I have seeu the time when it was well |

below £50 and when the lower price
closed scores of mining districts in New
South Wales.
years, practically the greater portion of
my life sinee I left school, in fields which
were partially gold propositions and
partially worked for the baser metals,

such as silver, copper, and lead, and the .

three in conjunction; and while I have
found that a field might thrive and fur-
nish a large amount of employment and
a considerable amount of business when
copper, silver, and lead realised good
prices, I found also that when those
metals fell in value, as they have done
during the last 20 years, the fields were
practically ruined and the capital invested

was to a large extent lost, aud those who

had engaged in business were rendered
baukrupt. These are fucts we must bear
in mind in eonnection with this proposal
to construct a railway from Hopetoun to
Phillips River. 'The member for the
district has informed us that there are
agricultural possibilities in connection
with Raveunsthorpe, but the Minister for
Works did unot deal to any great exient,
if he dealt at all, with the agricultural
possibilities of the district, and when he
stutes that the report of Mr. Muir was
quoted he only quoted very briefly from
it. If Mr. Muir has submitied a re.
port on the proposal I think it

1 spent a great ‘wany -

tion with other information, to the House.
Members should have been afforded an
opportunity of perusing the report and
studying it before being called upon to
vote on this proposal. I intend to
move an amendment in connection with
this motion—

That the words “ now read a second time’”

he struck out and the following insorted in
lien :—* Inquired into by a committee of
experts, who shall report upon the project at
an early dnte.”
I have no desire to move this amendment
in connection with this Biil only. I pro-
pose to move it in connection with the
other railway projects before the House.
[ME. Scappan: Hear, hear, The Green-
Lills extension also.] Because I belicve
that this would give to the Honse an
opportunity of having some reliable in-
formation upon these railway projects
that are placed before us. It is all very
well to talk about possibilities and
potentialities of these various districts.
I am sick almost unto death about hear-
ing of the potentialities of this district
and the potentialities of that. We hear
about the potentialities of the Goomal-
ling-Dowerin line. If we had to lock at
it from the point of view for building
purposes, I must say that the land lms
great potentialities, but I am not so sure
of its potentialities for agricultural pur-
poses; certainly not the land through
which the railway passes. We hear of
the poteutialities in connection with this
Dowerin line, just as in connection with
every proposal.

Tue PrEMier: If you had looked at
the plan of the Dowerin line you would
have seen it was put down that it was
going through sand plain.

Me. BATH : What is going to bappen
in the futore? We were assured that
although it wuas not visible it was soine-
where Dbeyond the range. We want
something more than the information
that the possibilities of this district are
over the hill, or just beyond, and in the
near future; or hopes, or potentialities.
We want something solid. . We want the
opinion of men who have no axe to grind,
and no reason te give a fuvourable report,
or an unfavourable report; men who
from their own koowledge, their vwn
inspection, are satisfied that it is favour-
able or nafavourable. We have officers in
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the employ of the State who, both from °

the point of view of construction and

with regard to mining or agriculture,
can speak with authority on this ques-
tion, and 1 believe it will be an advan-
tage not only 10 Parliament, but also to
the State, that before we are definitely
committed to thesc proposals we shall
have a report of some such experts.

Tue Premier: You do not mean
members of Parliament.
Me. BATH : Certainly not. I am not

at all in favour of having a system where.
by there will be a commttee of members
of this House.

Mgr. Scavpan: There are reports on
these railways now which should be on
the table of the House.

Mr. BATH: I believe in getting a
committee from outside. I should say
that on this proposal the Engineer-in-
Chief should be one, and that as far as
the Hopetoun to Phillips River railway
is concerned, we should have a report
from someone qualitied to speak from a
mining point of view. I do not say
necessarily that he should be a State
employee. I would be satisfied so long
as he was qualified to speak, not only
from a theoretical knowledge, but also
from long experience of mining work,
especially in connection with fields of

would in any way involve any serious
delay in carrying out these proposals.
The Treasurer told us that owing to
the unfavourable state of the market it
would be well into 1907 lefore he pro-
posed to go on to the market in order to
try to secure the loan, and T do pot see
that it would involve any great expendi-
ture of time in order to secure these
reportg, I helieve that if the Honse
decided that such a veport of an advisory
committee would be desirable the com-
mittee could be appointed almost straight
away, and we should have its report with-
in a month or two; and having passed
the Loan Bill with certain provisions for
these railways, preliminary work could
be carried on, such as surveving and pre-
paration of plans.
of the advisory committee was received
Parliament could be called together at
the earliest possible opportanity, and
Bills then placed before it.
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Tae PrEMier: We have the Engineer-

. in-Chief’s report, giving the cost of ¢on-
from the peint of view of possibilities

——————— o — - -

struction. What more can he give you ?

Mg. BATH : He does not speak from
personal iuspection.

Tee PrEMIEr: ‘That would not
interfere with the cost of construction
if he has his plan.

Mg. Scappan: Why did you not place
all the reports on the table of the House ¥
Tae PreMier: What other reports ?

Mr. Bcappan: Other reports have
been held back; I will give an instance
of one or two.

Me. BATH : Tt will oot involve any
delay in ronnection with this proposal,
because in the report Mr. Kaufman
stated thut the Govermment had promised
to build « line, and have it completed and
in working order within 12 monthes. The
Premier justifiably and rightly pointed
out that the question of constructing this
railway had not yet been threshed out in
Cubinet, but he was visiting the district
in the course of a week or two, with a
view to gaining some farther knowledge
regarding the proposal, and in any event,
as the hon. member (Mr. Holinan) would
understand, the line could not be com-
pleted within 12 months from the date of
Mr. Eaufman’s report. Farther than
that it was pointed out hy the Agent

. General: —
that kind ; and I do not see thatsecuring
the report of such a committee of experts -

As soon as the report .

I do not presume, however, that any definite
line of action will be decided in connection
with this and other railways until the Govern-
ment is satisfied in regard to its land tax pro-
posalg, and whether it would be wise for us to
consider the guestion of a Jarge works policy,
without being satisfied of the revenue which
would be raised by means of our land tax, and
which would be necessary to pay the increased
interest bill.

So that in the opinion expressed by the
hon. member himself, to secure such a
report as is ontlined in connectivn with
this amendment wounld not involve any
delay in conuection with this proposal.
In view of that fact, and in view of the
value it would be, and that it would
practically make the qnestion a mnon.
party one, if the House decided to abide
by the report, it would not only be an
advantage in reganl to this railwayv, but
ou other railway proposals. I move the
amendment to which I have referred.

On tbe motion by the PREMIER, debate

. udjourned.



3440  Preston Vulley Boilway

BILL—DONNYBROOK-PRESTON
VALLEY RAILWAY.

SECOND READING.

Debate resumed fromi the previous
sitting.

Me. J. EWING (Collie) : 1 huve a con-
siderable amount of pleasure io support-
ing the second reading of this Bill, which
was laid before the louse in such an
able manner by the Premier last night.
Whatever may be said with regard to the
building of agricultural railway lines, I
think the facts placed before the House
and the country by the Premier last
cvening will place this railway in the
category of agricultural lines which will
lead to the development of the country,
and at the same time prove u paying pro-
position. The roate of this railway line
18 from Donnybrook direct through the
Preston Valley to Boyup Brook cn the
Upper Blackwood, The climate and soil
of that district are, I think, the best in
Western Australia. The Preston Valley
itself is, I think, one of the most delightful
spotsin Western Australia, and iz noted for
the production of fruit, especially apples,
algo for the prodnction of cherries, I think,
and fruit of alimost every kind. "There
is something like 5,000 acres of alluvial
land along the valley of the Preston River,
which will produce all classes of root
crops. It is also pointed out that the
lands on this railway route are settled by
something like 550 residents, and these
residents hold 310,000 acres. the average
being 600 acres per seftler. This refers
to the old settlers. Tt must be ad-
mitted thal there are not large estates to
be benefited. No one is holding large
areas of land, and the bencfit will go to
those holding small areas, who have to
such an extent borne the heab and bur-
den of the day in developing this im-
portant portion of Western Australia.
The Premier pointed out thut something
like 450 acres are under orchard in areas
of from one to seventy acres, and that
from each acre under cultivation there

is a production of 500 cases of
apples. That means that from the area

held by these settlers, something like
225,000 cases of apples would be brought
over that line during each year, and the
building of the railway would, I thinl,
double this. In his remarks the Premier
also stales that there are 1,200 acres
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cleared wand ready for the planting
of orchards, which would, of course,
practically  double the output of
truit in that districk. The arean of
land served by the railway is 693,000
acres, of which 310,000 acres, as [
mentioned previously, has been alien-
ated, and the rest, 383,000 acres, is open
for selection. The destination of theline
is Boyup Brook. The Premier last
night stated that he hoped to alter the
route slightly, so that it would go through
a portion of lund lately forfeited by the
Department of Lands, which is now avail-
able for ocloser settlement, and it is
gratifying to think that this large aren of
land, which has been reported on by In-
spector Thompson, who, I think, is the
chief inspector for the Lands Depars-
ment, contains, as shown by his report,
something like 40,000 ucres of first-class
agricultural land and 40,000 acres of
secoud-class land, the remaining 18,000
acres being lund of third-class quality.
That being the case even to develop and
open up an estate of that kind almost war-
rants authorisation being given for the
construetion of the line. Ttis well known
that the portion of Western Australia
referred to cannot be successiully de-
veloped uunless we have a railway of
some kind. Land at Boyup Brook is
some 50 miles from any ralway. By
carrying the lice through the Preston
Valley you are giving advantages to de-
serving settlers, whose orchards are a
eredit to them and w henefit to the State
of Western Aunstralia. 1t 1s gratifying to
know that members representing the
goldfields bave ou many occasions had
opportunities of visiling various agricul-
tural districts of the State. Althoughmany .
agricultural shows have been held this
year, I do not think it has been their
privilege to see the fruit shows of
the South-West. L think that if they
conld o to Donnybrook or Bridge-
town and see the magnificent apples,
erapes, vegetables, and cereuls produced
in those districts, they would not hesitate
for a moment to open up this land, which
is awaiting farther settlement.

Mr. UnpERwooDn: Cherries are 15, 6d.
w potind,

Mr. EWING: The way to cheapen
fruit is to nake it move available, and to
get more people to cultivate the land and
plant orchards. I believe that members
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recognise fully the importanve of this
portion of the State. They know as well
as T do what magnificent apples are pro-
duced, and how “the people of the State
require Eruit as cheap us possible.  As
fur as prices are concerned, I believe that
will in time cure itself and fruit will
be placed on the market at a price
which everybody will be able to pay.
Outside the fruit, cereals, and root crops,
it must be remembered, a large area of
this land is most suitable for dairying
and wixed farwing, On the Upper
Preston area, to my pusom.l knowledge,
people are engaged in carrying on dmrv-
ing to the greatest bevefit to themselves,
and the butter they produce and the
cattle they grow would be considered
creditablein the Eastern States. With a
railway affording facilities for the collec-
tion of milk, no doubt a separator would
be established, and ulso probably a
creamery similar to those established in
the Eastero States. The Leader of the
Opposition knows both the northern and
southern districts of New South Wales;
and he knows, as I know, what has hap-
pened on the Tweed and Richmond rivers.
Land that 15 or 20 years ago was virgin
serub is now magnificent dairying country.

M=r. Barr: We have nothing like that
over here,

Mr. EWING : I should not like to say
that. We do not know vet what we have
here. -

Mg. Barn: We have uothing like that
quality of land.

Mz, EWING: That quht} is cer-
tainly magnificent, and [ should like to
peint out what a wonderful suecess dairy-
mg has been in that distriet. It has
pl"h(.tl(,d.l]} saved the northern portion of
New Scuth Wales,. We want to give
every possible encouragement to mixed
farming, Tt is necegsary a man should
hold at least 1,000 acres of first-class land
und 1,000 to 2,000 acres of second-class
lund as well; becanse he could go in for
cultivation of fruit, voot crops, and
cereals on the first ¢lass land, and have
sheep running cu the outside fand, there-
by making an excellent living. The
particular proposition now before the
House exemplifies the principle I have
Jescribed. There is a large area of
first elass land, and a large area of
scond and of third-class land, It
is wonderful how second and third-
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cluss land fenced and ringbarked-—there
is a little puison in the district, but ibat
is easily eradicated—how such land is
improved by the depasturing of stock.
In this particular project, we have land
of all qualities, and there is no question
whatever that the whole of the land atan
early date will be selected. The Upper
Preston has been settled for many years.
Between that place and the end of the
railway line, a distance of 30 miles. there
is a large area of land such as I have
described. At Boyup Brook and in che
vicinity of the 98,000 acres now in the
hands of the Government. there is, as will
be seen on reference to the map, a great
deal of settlement. These people having
gone out suck « long way with prae-
tically nothing in front of them in the
absence of a vailway, are they to be
left practically to sturve? Of courseevery
settler cannot have a railway to his door;
but a project of this immense value to
the people of the Upper Preston and to
Boyup will undoubtedly prove a paying
proposition, even withont the timber,
which T shall mention later. This rail-
way is placed before the House as a pay-
able proposition, and in that respect it
differs materially from some agricultural
lines which have been commented on by
wembers from time to ttme. The Leader
of the Opposttion, speaking a few minuates -
ago on the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe rail-
way, stated that he had paid a visit to
the Goomalling-Dowerin railway and had
been disappointed at the fact that the
line runs through the centre of a sand
plain. I myself was disappointed at the
fact of its ruoning through a sandplain,
beeause T did not kpow thut such was
the case. But I have had a large ex-
perience of that class of country, and
know that one may have to run through
a sandplain for five or 10 miles in order to
reach good country. Again, one cannot see
whatis on either side of the sandplain, but
frequently the sand is small in area and
good land exists on the other side of the
sand hills or close at band. [ have not
seen the plans of that railway, but'I took
the trouble to visit the Lands Depart-
ment this morning and to make in-
quiries, apart from Ministers altogetber,
as to the possibilities of the line; and I
am satisfied that there is a magnificent
stretch of first-class agricultural country
on either side of the line. The hon.
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member himself will admit that at the | now the

point where the line ends the land is
gl)Od.

Mr. Barr ¥ What is the country like
which carries good jarrah timber? Ts
not that inferior for agriculture ?

Tre PremIER: It 15 not very suitable
for agriculture, but it is all right for
fruit growing.

Mr. EWING : In the particular
district the jarrah timber is about 30
miles from tbe Donnybrook station. In
his report Mr. Inspector Brockman, a
gentleman well known to wme, and an
officer not likely to exaggerate in any
shape or form, estimates the quantity
of jarrah timber on either side of the line
at 1,600,000 loads; and this is to be
exploited as soon as the railway is con-
structed. I myself know of not one man,
but half a dozen men, willing to invest
their woney in spot mills when these
forests are opemed up. The Premier
stated last night that arrangements have
been made with the holders of conditional
purchase areas to sell the jarrali on their
land at the same price as the Govern-
ment royalty, namely, 1s. per load in the
round. This isgratifying 1n the extreme.
If the sleeper-hewer, for example, wants
to carry on his avocation when the rail-
way line is completed, he will, if he goes
to the Upper Preston, have the right to
purchagse the jarrah at that price from
the agriculturists on whose land the
timber rrows. A reference to the Rail-
way Commuissioner’s report shows be-
yond doubt that the freight on timber
1s a most important factor in the railway
revenue, Last year I think something
like 21 per cent. of the total goods traflic
of Western Australia was in the shape of
timber, and it is well known that timber
freightsarehighand pay well—this applies
more especially to freight on sleepers.
Therefore, we may hope that the timber
alone from the district will return from
the inception working expenses, interest,
and sinking fund on this proposition. I
think the facts and figures placed before
the House by the Premier prove con-
clusively that such will be the result
from timber trafic alone. If the railway
will from its inception return working
expenses, interest, and sinking fund, I do
not suppose a single member of the
House will take exception to it. The
Leader of the Opposition has moved just
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same amendment which b
states he intends to submit in vegard tc
every railway proposition before the
House at the present time. He claims
that sufficient information is not before
hon. members. I think, however, that
the Premier and the Ministers in charge
of these Bills are willing and anxicus tc
give all informution in their possession
so that hon. members may thoroughly
understand the question, and in the
language of the Leader of the Opposition
give an intelligent vote.

Mr. Bata: We have no information

Mr. EWING : I fail to see what mon
information the Ministers can give thar
that obtained from the departinenta
officers.

Mz. Bara: We want inforwation a
to how the construction of these railway:
will affect the financial position,

Me. EWING : 8o far as this proposi
tion, at any rate, is concerned, the
Leader of the Opposition must recognist
it to be a payable one. We cannot hope
however, to build certain agricultura
railways in this State and make them
pay from the start.

Mr. Bara: There is a limit to the
burden the taxpayer can bear.

Me. EWING: Certainly; but it it
impossible at the present juncture to tal:
any other course than that taken by the
Government. We must open up the
resources of the State, but it must Ix
quite evident that we cannot do thut an¢
settle the people on the land if the ques.
tion i3 going to be asked whether the
railways be built for the purpose wil.
return interest and sinking fned from
the day they are opened. The Leader o
the Opposition must appreciate tha
position, and must well know that it i
impossible for the Governinent, and thai
it would be impossible for him if he were
in power, to carry out these progressive
works from revenue. He must koow
full well what burden he would bave tc
place on the backs of the people if he
attempted to carry out a policy of thi
kind trom revenue.

Mg. Bara: The burden is placed or
the shoulders of the people now.

Mr. EWING: Yes; in the shape of
interest and sinking fund.

Mg. Batu: Yes; and they will stil!
have the principal to pay.
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Mr. EWING : The Government are

about to spend two-and-a-half or three
millions in opening up the ecountry during
the next two vears. What taxation
would the hon. member have to put on
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rect benefit we gain from the building
of these light agrneultural railways. This

. particular proposition, however, cannot for
. a moment be doubted, if members will

the backs of the people if he attempted !

to carry out such a policy from revenue?

Mg. Barr: You are putting it on the
backs of the people now.

Mz, EWING: I have only this
answer to make: there is going to he
stagnation in Western Austraba, and
agienltnrul distri~ts and mining districts
are not yoing to he opened up, if a policy
of that kind is to be pursued. I would
not be o party to it ; because, if we have
faith in our country, if we are to have our
luuds settled, then 1t is our bounden duty
to place the people on the land and give
them every access to the nearest market,
TUnless we are prepared to do that, we
must discourage people fromn coming to
Western Australia. It is idle to say that
people 50 miles distant from a railway
line can grow wheat or any other product
with comwmercial suecess; that is an
impossible proposition. The hon. member
must know that people who have been
settled in the Dowerin district for 50 or 60
years, since the earliest history of West-
arn Australia, have carted their produce
to Gruildford, and I ask the hon. member
whether he will suy for a mowment that
this has paid them. T say that it has
not paid them, and that they have only
been living from hand to mouth. At this
juncture, one cannot get people Lo seftle
here under such conditicns. while Canada
s offering every imducement to immi-
rrants : people have their passages paid
0 Canada, and are taken in band
2y the Canadian Government pretty well
‘rom the moment they set foot in

only consider carefully the figures placed
Lefore them ; and I may say that m my

" opiniou they are figures which cannot be

Janadian soil, and are put in a position .

0 make a living for themselves.
rreat desl more is done in Canada than
s done here. Ii must be the policy of
iy Government in power to develop our
ands, and unless we are prepared to take
iome risk the land will remain dormant
ind we shall not get population. Oppo-
ition members talk about placing a
wrden on the people, and point to the
act that the indebtedness amounts to
E64 per hcad; but what is going to
educe that indebtedness if it is pot the
ettling of every possible acre of our
altivable lands?  That is the indi-

A reading. According to the information

controverted. Now, as to the traffic on
this particular proposition of the Govern-
ment, even for the Norseman railway,
which the hon. member has so earnestly
supported, and which I also have the plea-
sure of supporting, the traflic is estimated
abonly 10,000 tons per annum, 8,000 tons
of firewood and 2,000 tons of ordinary
through trafic. On the other hand, the
traffic from the Donnybrook-Preston line
is estimated at 15,000 tons per annum—
some 4,000 tons of ordinary traffic, and
some 10,000 tons of cereal and timber
traffic. Therefore, this i1s even a better
proposition than tbe Norseman line,
which the Leader of the Opposition sup-
ported. In regard to that line the hon.
member did not take wp the position he
now assumes towards this line, in asking
that it be referred to a committee,

Me. Batr: We had a report on the
Norseman line.

M=z. EWING : T am not satisfied that
the committee’s report is so fully in
fuvour of the line.

Tre PreEmier (to Mr. Bath): You
would not build the Norseman line on that
report, would yon ?

Mr. Bara : The difference between the
two is that in the one case thereis no
guessing at anything; the information has
already been ohtained.

Tug PrEMier: Aud it shows that on
the Norseman line we will be losing to
the extent of £11,000 a year.

Mg, EWING: The hon. member can
discuss that in his speech on the second

. obtained, there is to be z loss of some-
' thing like £11,000 per annum. Yet the

hon. member is satisfied to start thai
line which is to Dhe a losing proposition,
and in the same breath he tells us that
these other railways should pay interest
and sinking fund, and become what he
terms redemptive works from the start.

Mze. Barr: I did not say that.

Me. EWING : The hon. member has
made that statement. in this House.

Mr. Baru: No; I said that in con-
structing them we should safeguard our
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selves by creating a Dbelterment prin-
ciple.

Mr. EWING: I stand corrected, of
course; but I certainly understood the
hon. member to say that in his opinion
all works constructed out of loan funds
should pay interest and sinking fund from
their inception.

Me. Batn: What I said was that we
ghould have the betterment principle.

Orposition Memser: Would the mem.
ber for Collie support the Norseman line
if it were proved that it would pay ?

Me. EWING: 1 shall be very pleased
indeed if it can be proved. When speak.
ing last night I spoke in favour of the
Norseman Railway, and it has my hearty
support, I am now only pointing out the
untenable position taken up by the leader
of the Opposition when he states that he
wants these particular lines referred fo

experts, while he has the. expert’s
report on the Norseman line show-
ing a loss of £11,000 per annum,

and vet he is prepared to accept
that particular proposition. Such a
position is untenable. The Government
have full knowledge of the value of
these proposals, and the information is
at the disposal of members. There is no
doubt whatever that if experts ware sent
down to report on this railway proposal
they could not give us auy more mforma-
tion than we have at the present time. I
believe the Minister for Works could tell
the hon. member that he has during the
last month sent an officer of his dep.m't-
ment to every district interested in these
railway propositions, that he has all the
information already at his disposal, and
that the information guthered 1s here: it
has been concentrated in the proposals
the Gavernment are asking us to accept.
‘What more can wedo? It simply means
that members of the Opposition have
told us that the Government shounld
shelve the making of these railway lines—
that is the policy the Opposition are
taking up, to shelve these lipes, by
moving that they be submitted to experts.
Here we are within. at any rate, three
weeks of the end of the session

Mgr. Baru: There is to be a special
session in February.

Mz. EWING: The hon. wmember
knows perfectly well that these railways
cannot be dealt with then; that the
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spectal session is for
question of taxation.

Mr. Batu: We can make it for any.
thing we like.

Me. EWING : The hon. member knows
that the Government are calling tha
session for the one pnrpose alone.

Mzx. Baru: But they can call it for any
other purpose as well,

Mz. EWING: That is & matter for
the (tovernment; at present it is the
intention to call that session for dis
cussing the question of taxation. Ther
it will be impossible for any member of
thiz House to bring up any other ques
tion. When the hon. member thinks
this matter over, he will see that he is not
doing what is best in the interests of
Western Australin. In this project we
bave one which he and some of thos
gitting with him in Opposition will not
support, though they know that what the
Premier told us was perfectly true-—anc
he spoke not as Premier bot as a mar
who has travelled this district througt
and through and knows exactly what an
its possibilities ; thevefore having the con.
fidence I have in his judgment, I am
saticfied with the figures he thenlaid before
the House. The Premier has got al
the information it wonld be possible te
get if balt o dozen experts were to g
over this particular line and make re.
commendations in regard to it. Thers
cannot be & donbt but that their recom.
mendations would be entirely in favou
of the proposition now before the House
I hope members will give this railway
their earnest consideration; and I think
it is a proposition well worthy of being
passed by this House at the eacliesi
possible moment.

On motion by Mr. Lavman, debais
adjourned,

discussing  the

BILL—GREENHILLS-QUAIRADING
RAILWAY.

SECOND READING.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mz. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : Omn
can hardly expect the member for York
to supply information in regard to thi
railway proposal. He is so much occu.
pied with the secession movement, that
he has no time to worry about the
interests of his district or to supply in.

! formation in regard to this proposition
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and it is unkind of the member for Ivan-
hoe to expect him to do so.

Mgr. Moxcer: All the necessary in-
formation has already been supplied.

Me. BATH: In regard to this pro-
position, I may say that T have had an
opportupity of seeiug some portion of
the country which is to be traversed by
this line. T have also seen the reports,
one of which wus secured during the
time J was Minister for Lands, in regard
to the agricultural possibilities of the
arew. which will be traversed by the pro-
posed railway, and I would say that if
there is any district in the State de-
pendent upon wheat-growing, and per-
baps the ruising of stock as a subsidiury
occupation, that warrants the construe-

tion of a spur line it is the country to -

the east of Grecnhills district. Bub we
have had in existence a railway from
York to Greenhills for a considerable
number of years; and even if we accept
the theory of the member for Collie, that
we should not expect these railways at
the outset or for some years to be payable
propositions, even to the extent of paying
working expenses, yet ufter the lengthy
period for which the Greenhills-York
railway has Dbeen operated, one would
awpect at  least that it should he
no burden on the State for interest
wd sinking fund. Still we had the
wknowledgment from the Minister for
Works yesterday that this railway is not
:ven paying working expenses. ‘Then
aking another part of the conntry that
s somewhat similar in its nature and in
she use to which it is put, the line from
Northam to Goomalling., we have there
sisible to those who have travelled over
:he line the obvious fact that thereis a
:ongiderable area of very fair land, some
of it very good, along either side of that
-ailway, the crops on. it now showing
‘hat it is good agricultural land, capable
f producing gond yields of wheat or
1y. But the fact remains, as acknow-
edged by a former Minister for Works
ind now the Treasurer, that the line
5 losing to the extent of £3,000 a
rear. And when we have these facts
sefore us, when we kunow that these
ines have been constructed for some time
ind facilities provided for the people to
meourage them to utilise their lands by
srovidingr them with ratlway communica-
jon, is it not a reasomable thing for
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members to expeet, after the railway has
been comstructed and every facility pro-
vided and these people given every
opportunity for utilising their lands to
advantage, that they should relieve the
taxpavers from the burden which was
imposed on them at the outset P

Hox. . H. Presse: Those lines have
cost too much money to construct,

Mr. BATH : That will not account for
the whole of the deficiency, because I
have only to poinl out that there are
railways 1n the Eastern States that have
cost a good deal more than either the
Goomalling or Greevhills line to coun-
struct, which are payable propositions
to-day.

How. F. H. Pirsse: They were con-
structed for a different purpose.

Mr. BATH: They were coustructed in
agricultural districts, and only for the
carriage of wheat and hay.

MexBER: And timber.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member will
not try to tell me that timber is carried
on the Jerilderie line in New South
Wales and on spur lines off the over.
land route from Sydney to Melbourne—
vo timber at all; they are purely and
simply proposttions for the carriage of
wheat, hayv, and stock. That is the
position so faras we are concerned. Asl
said before—-and I want to set the member
for Collic right on this point-—I did not
say 1 wanted these railways to pay
interest and sinking fund from the out-
set—no0 man could reasonably expect the
railways would do that. Railways are
wupplied for the purpose of providing
facilities to people who are handicapped
by reason of the faect that thev have not
railways. But when the railway is con.
structed, they should put all their land
under coltivatirn and make it produce to
the extent that the railway will be a pay-
ing proposition, so that after a year or
two the general taxpayer should not bhave
to bear the burden. Some membersg
have an ides that the general taxpaver is
a good old horse that can carry any
burden placed on his shoulders. But I
would point out to those members that
if 100 great a burden is placed on the
general taxpayer they are defeating the
very object they seck to accomplish, the
settlement of the land, beeause if you
absord too great a proportion of the

_ revenue, necessifating inereased taxation,
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you limit the abilily of the consumer to
buy the products of thé farmers. There
are hundreds of families on the goldfields
who find it difficult now to buy anything
other than the necessuries of life; to
them froit is a luxury absolutely impos-
sible to secure,

MrxBER : Fruit is o luxury in Perth,

Mr. BATH: For the man an the gold-
fields with a wife and family, frait is vot
often seen on his table ; and it is because
so large a proportion of his income is
absorbed in paying taxation into the
Treasury to make up the losses made on
these works. The result is that the
agriculturists cannot find a warket for
the sale of their products which the
workers would be only tov pleased to
purchase if a greater proportion of their
jocome were available for these things.
What I do say and have said before is
that I am prepared to support any pro-
posal to construct a ralway iz any
district where the people desiring it can
assure Parliament that the line will not
be w burden on the general taxpayers,
and that those desiring the railway are
willing to contribute, on the betterment
principle, some portion of the cost of the
work.  The idea of the member for Collie
in regard to this matter reminds me very
much of the idea of the Irishman who,
when he wanted to lengthen his blanket,

[ASSEMBLY.]

cut a piece off oneend and sewed it on the
other end. That is precisely the iden of the

member for Collie. Hewants the general
taxpayer to bear the burden, and to that
extent desires to limit the taxpayet’s
power to purchase. The bon. wmember
must recognise, as everyone else recog-
nises, that the home markel is the best
possible market the agriculturist can
secure, for when he has to go to the out-
side market he hus to come down to the
most economical producing stage in order
to compete with others in the world's
markets. The hon. member's idea was
tried in the Eastern States, and has been
dropped because when tried on railway
systems there it has been found to be a
failure. Those States have built public
works out of loan funds, and put the
burden of interest and sinking fund on
the shouvlders of the general taxpayer.
But there is a limit to possibilities in thut
direction, and they soon found that limit.
They found that the greater portion of
their revenue was eaten up by interest and

Bill, second reu{iiny.

sinking fund, and that the farther they
went the more parlous did the position
become. Those other States have atready
had to adopt the prineiple of saying to
paople who desire railway cowmmunica-
tion, “If you want the undoubted bene-
fits which this railway will confer
on ¥you, vou muost at least con-
tribute some proportion of the amount
which those benefits will cost.” If
we waut to be in o position of safety
or stability so far as this State is con-
cerned we shonld adopt precisely the
same position. If the House is prepared
to make o proposal for the betterment
system in connection with these railways
I have vo desire to ask that an advisory
board should report on this proposition ;
because if the people have to give a
guarantee that the railway is not to be »
burden on the taxpayer after a certain
time has elapsed, by giving that guarantee
they show their confidence in the possi-
bilities of the district, and it is the best
guarantee the State can have. In Vie-
toria. when people want a railway to any
district the ratepayers and the shire
councils in the district have to subwit in
writing a guarantee that they will tind so
wuch money, thie money necessary to pay
the interest on the outlay on the railway,
before the Government begin to think of
constructing the line. -

Me. Ewing: We get higher prices for
the land by building these railways.

Mr. BATH : If the houn. member will
look at the maps he will see that u large
area has already been taken up for which
the Government canunot exact higher
prices. After all, where the higher price
obtuined goes into ordinary revenue and
is utilised in the way it is, securing higher
prices for the land is not a greater advunt.
age. If we could place money in a fund
as they ure doing in Queensland to-day,
either for the purpose of constructing
railways——

Mg. Mowger: Siuce when?

Mr. BATH: A Bill was passeld
through this year by Mr. Kidston. The
money is to be utilised ewther for the
coustruction of railways, or for sinking

. fund purposes, or for the redemption of

the State’s debt; but it is vot to be used
as revenue.

Mr. Mosger: It is abo t thoe they
had o sinking fund in Queenstund,
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Mg, BATH : They have adopted a very
different course there for the last two
or three vears. The alteration has boen
foreed upon Queensland by the very policy
which the hon. momber is now support-
ing. For yeurs they indulged in this
policy and were brought to the verge
of bankruptey, until & man strong-
minded envugh arese and said: *We
must cease from borrowing: we must
remove the deficit that exists:” and in
three years he has heen able to accon-
plish it in spite of great opposition.
[hat is the sort of financing that is neciled
when u State gets into difficulties such
1§ Western Australis is in today. It 1s
bsolurely unfair to impose & hurden on
shose peaple already sufficiently heavily
surdened. Throughout the metropelitan
wndl goldficlds districts there are thousands
i men practically veduced awlmest to
‘he starvation limit, at any vato to the
owest existence, to an existence from
me day to anuther without any hope
‘or the fubnmre as to thewr livelihood, or
»f bettering themselves. |f the State
milds railway lines to nerease the value
of lands lying along the routes. the State
tself scores little advantage. 1 the mem-
ser for Collie has land lying along
hese routes, he places a burden on the
renersl taxpayer so that he may get on
nerement to the value of hig land

THE Hoxorary MiNisTer: Is not the
woducer on these spur lines increasing
he traffic on the other lines? For in-
itange, the traftic from Goomalling goes
o Kalgoorlie.

Mr. BATH : The hoen. member must
-ealise that expense is involved in getting
he traffic. If we build a railway we do
wt bring the traflic along it without
ixpense being involved. We must have
tation-masters, engine-drivers, guards,
ind other officers. The train will not
up on its own automatically. It is
‘bsurd to say that we can put down a
ing and it will run without any aexpense.
(he traflic invelves its own expense.

Tae HoNorakY ATNINISTER : 1 admit it ;
wt does not the traffic help the other
ines of the country ?

Mg- BATH: Certainly, to an extent ;
wut we havo had these railways construct-
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lines are not paying propositions. The
goldficlds railway is hearing the burden
for the South-Western and Great South-
ern Bailways and for other propesitions
in the State. T point out to the member
for Collie that there is a difference
between supporting a project such as
the Norsoman Railway, and a project
such at this. Tnthe case of the Norseman
Railway we open a portion of the Enstern
Goldfiolds already served by a railway
beating the burden of the whole railway
system of the State, but on the ecther
hand in the construction of this line wa
are building a spur line to a raiway
which is itself a non-poying proposition.

Mg, MoxcEr: 1 will explain that if
the Minister will not.

Mg, BATH : I bope the hon. meniber
will. We must not have roseate views
of Ministers as to what these lines have
in prospect. We want information as
to the prospect as it stands to-day. Tn
the Norseman proposition the inguiry
board did not deal with the prospects
of the future. They reported on the pros-
pests as they were at the time, and they
showed a loss. They made no allowance
whatever for the future.

Tue PremicR: Did not the State
Mining Engineer refer to the future?

Mgr. BATH: Yes; but 1 am talking
about the ostimates as to the traffic,
cost of construction, working expenscs,
interest and sinking fund.

I'He: PREMIER @ All problematical.

MR. BATH ; No; they had a know-
ledge of the traffic going over the road,
which could go by no other means. There
they dealt with the matter as it stood,
but in thess propositions we have pro-
phecies as to the future. That is the
difference hetween the two. The board
of inquiry referred to the traffic as it
was. Here we are asked to vote on
propesitions with prophecies and predic-
tions as to what the future will bring
forth. The future hag a happy knack
of giving the lic to many predictions.
It has given the lie in the case of the
predictions regarding the Dowerin Rail-
way, also in regard to the CGoomalling
Railway, and the CUreenhills ]mll\m_) ;
and if what the officers say is true in

d before, and at prusent our main trunk | regard to the Kojouup line, the lie will
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be given to the predictions given by the
Minister last session. We really cannotb
vely on what Ministers tell us, because
last session when the railway lines. were
before the House the Minister for Works,
now the Treasurer, used Mr. Muir's re-
port in order to advocate the Kutahning-
Kojonup proposition, and he went on to
say that Mr. Muir in giving evidence
bofore the Rayal Commissionor en Ymmi-
gration said :—

I have been through to Collie. I know all
this conntry, . . . I would put a spur
line, or light line, from Ka.ta.nmn% picking up
Kojonup, and join the Darkan-Williamns line
again.

I interjected :—" He deuls with it only
from an engineering point of view. Io
ia not an agricultural expert.” The
Minister said:—

I venture to think that, althongh Mr. Muir
is an engineer, he has, after many years’ ex-
perience in going through the country and
forming an idea of the best routes to be taken,
some knowledge of what is good agricultural
land.

So Mr. Muir on that sccount was put
forward not only as an expert on engineer-
ing matters, but as having considerable
knowledge in rvegard to the agricnltural
possibilities of the areas to be traversed
by these lines. Now, when the member
for PPerth brings up the departmental
reports which predict o heavy loss on
the Kojonup line, the Minister for Works
says that Mr. Muir, although an engineer-
" ing oxpert, has no right to give any pre-
diction whatever as to the agricultural
possibilities, and that the House should
not place reliance on his reports. When
Mr. Muir's opinion is favourable it is to
be accepted, but when adverse it must
not be accepted, but must be cast aside
because Mr. Muir has no knowledge on
which to buse his opinion. The reports
are utilised just to suit the purpose for
the time being. 1 move precisely the
same amendment which I moved in con-
nection with the preceding Bill :—

That the words “ now read a second time
be struck out, and the following be inserted in
liau — Inquired into by a committee of ex-
perts, who shall report upon the project at an
early date ”

Mr., F. MONGER (York): @ must
0X press my surprise at the attitude adupted

[ASSEMBLY.]
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by the Leader of the Oppasition, an(l at th
methods he has adopted this evening
and at the line of argument he pursued
In my early remarks I may say that |
he had only fought when he was repre
senting Western Australin the othor da
with the other rvepresentatives of Stat
Parliaments in the same manner in whicl
he is apparently fighting against som¢
thing that appoats to me and to mos
members on this side of the House, at a
events, he would have beon doing good
He went over to the other States as .
represontative of Westorn Australia, an
we saw his name oceasionally in prini
but ever since he has comae back to West
orn Australia we have never seen his nam
out of print and his support by wrgu
ment to every proposition which mean
advancement to the Stote he is a membe
of always most cordially given. W
come now to the extensiem of & lin
of railway like the one nnder considers
tion, which T may tell members sittin
on the Opposition side was to have bees
the first agricultural line submitted b
a previous Government ; and when I tel
them that the Government engineer
and the Government survoyors wha hav
gurveved and engineered this particula
line say this land is without doubt th
best picce of agricultural land to b
tapped by a small line of railway, I thinl
they may reasonably wuive those littl
defocts which they may consider the
should deal with. I will admit that th
construction of the first 12 to 14 mile
of the first agriculturil line ever built i
Western Australia, from a financial stand
point has not heen a success. 1 wil
admit it most freely, for the simple reasor
that the line, instead of being constructes
for 14 miles should have been constricted
for 10 miles. Had it been constructec
on a 40-nule basis instead of 14 miles
it would have been a puyable proposition
[ would also poit out to members thu
thig fitst agricultural line of raldwuy cos
nearly £1,000 a mile, whercas in the pre
sent instance the Government propos:
to extenel it o further 30 or 35 miles a
an evpenditure of something like £1,15(
a mile. There is a big differsnca. Yol
have scen the figures and there iz n
need for me to go through them; buw
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as far as [ can guther, 12 months from
to-day, if this line iy carried out, there
will be under cultivation 50,000 acres
which will serve this line. Surcly that
deserves some little amonnt of considera-
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tion from members on the Opposition

side. Within 12 months from the con-
struction. a hundrel thouxand acres will
be under cultivation. [Interjection by
Me. ScappaN.]  There is no sandplein on
the route that this proposed line takes.

Me. Scappan : Then the map is wrong.

Mr. Bamin: It is o good bit of country,
T will admit that.

Mr, MONCGER: Tt was only a few
months ago that the Premier did me the

Bill, second reading. 3449

Mer. MONGER: 1 would like to tell
members that it is time Queenslnd did
something in that direction or in the
direction suggested by the hon. mem-
ber's specch.

Mi. Bati: [ only referred to Queens-
land's straightening up the finances.

Mg. MONGER: T can quite under-
stund it is necessary for her to straighten
up finances, with her big debt and her
amall sinking fund. [ would like it to
be borue in mind how great that sinking

- fund is compared with Western Australin;

honour to take a trip through this par- |

ticular locality. There are other routes
which certain people were desirous should
be adoptel Members will give
Premier credit for knowing coungry when
he sees it. He did not go through that
country in the nice portion of the yeur.

He went throngh in the middle of March,

when there are no pleasures in traversing
that part of Western Australia. At the
time I agked the Leader « i the Opposition
if he would be kind enough to sccord his
company to the party going out, but for
reasons, businuss or otherwise, he did not
aceept the invitation.

Mr. Barn: [ wias away up on the
Murchison in March.

MR. MOXNGER - However, 1 gave the
hon. member an opportunity of being
prosent. 1 likewise extended the invita-
tien tn several wthers who sit on rhe

the -

Opnosition side of the [leuse, but nonc

of them rared to take on the hardships
of the trip.

Mr. BortoN: Say it again.

Mr. MOXGER: Yes, I will say it
The member for North Fremantle was 1

beliove going through greater hardships -

than we were. when he was traversing
the wilds of the Noith- West, about
Pilbarra.  An opportunity was given to
any who felt disposed to avail them-
selves of it.  In the vourse ¢ his remarks
the Leader of the Oppasition made refre-
ence to the great work that Queensland
iz doing in connection with the construe-
tion of her agricultural and other ruilways.

Mr. Bamii: Noj ! did not muke any
such reference.

u sinking fund of £68 at the end of
June 1905, us compared with 1} millions
in Western Australia. However, | think
the Government have done a foir thing
in introducing this particular line of
vailway, which has been under the notice
of the people of Western Australie for
the pagt two years which, as [ said in
my preliminary remarks, should have
been the first agriculeural line extended,
and which according to the Govern-
ment surveyors and engineers is likely
to be the mwost productive agrieulfural
line now under consideration or con-
sidered in the post.

Me. Scabpay: There was not this
pivrticulur route cwo years ago.

Mr. MONGER: [ am gld of that
interjection. far the siraple renson that
evel since 1| have had an opportunity 1
have said it is not for members of Parlia-
ment to say to Ministers that o line must
take one particular direction, a point
north or a point south.  When members of
Parliament start engineering, they show
that they have, or appear to have some
pa.tlcul.n interest in one line. As far as
I am concerned, 1 would not care if the
line went a point north or & peint seuth.
In accordance with the reports of such
men as Mr. Muir, Mr. Brockian, and
Mr. Dartnell und others, I belisve the
line is going in the proper direction.

M. Scappax: There are one or twe
others you might mention.

Mr. MONGER: 1 have resd them
all.

Mz, Scappas : What about the report
of Mr. Burnctt; have you read that ?

Mk, MONGER : 1 will give that in.
Mg. Scappax: Have you reud his re-

| port ¢



3450 Quairading Railwey

Mr. MONGER: I say with all due
deference I helievo that the Government

have in their wisdomn taken the most -

advisable and best route in the interests
of the people of the State living eastward
of York and to the esstward of Beverley.

Mr. ScappsN: Have you seen Mr.
Burnatt’s report ?

Mr. MONGER: [ have seen the lot
of them. Thiz is the first time I have
had an opportunity of making any re-
mark to which any sorc of publicity will
be given. I do not care what Mr. Burnett
may have said, but T say that from these
recommendations and the plan shown
this is the nost desirable and the most ad-
visuble line that could be taken in hand.
Do you want any more clear statement ?
Would you like to come out with me in
the course of » few weeks to visit the
country ?

MR, SCADDAN :
minutes I would.

Mr. MONGER: Mr. Brockmun is
a man kaown practically from one end
of Western Australis to the other. From
the Kimberleys in the far North as an
explorer, an explorer of the latest portion
of Western Australia which has been
placed on the maps, dowa to Kucla in
the far South, and if any man can be
found to come and say that Mr. Brockman
as an explorer and surveyor, and Mr.
Muir as an engineer are not capable of
advising, and of advising far better ‘than
any member in this House as to the
route which this particular line of reilway
should take, he is cleverer than I have for
a moment thought him to be.

Mg. Scappan: He only went over the
one route: he did not recommend any
other.

ME. MONGER-: You are tulking of
something veu know little about, and if
you make an innuendo like that you have
evidently heard one side of the story. 1
shall be glad to hear any unpleasant
remarks you may have to make about
that gentleman, and I will tell you plainly
that if they are unpleasant you would not
care Lo repeat them in his presence, out-
side the precincts of the privileges which
Parliament gives you.

MRr. ScADDAN : Are you authorised to
make that challengs in the House ?

In the course of u few

[ASSEMBLY.)

Bill, second reading.

Me. MONGER: Yes

MR, SCADDAN : Put up yoiur monoy.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mg. MONGER : However, I have heard
things of that sort before, and it is uriair
for members sitting on the Opposition
side to for onemoment lead the public to
think that any unfair tactics have been
adopted. [ challenge them to consider
the reports as furnished to the Govern-
ment. | challenge them to go round
and make personal inspection, and if the
fovernment surveyors and engineers have
made a mistake and members can pont
it out, no one would be more pleased
than myself to be one of the first to get
up and say that the recommendations
should not be made. In talking about
the line I have only a few words farther
to say. Along this line there ure half
million acres of first-class land, a big
proportion of which has already been
taken up. To be particular, 479,000
acves of first-class land ave to be found along
this line, and are available for settleament,
capable of producing, not in the language
of those who coma from South Auvstralia,
so many bushels tu the acre, but so many
hags to the acre. | have seen a wheat
crop in this country which 20 years ago
was looked on us absolutely valueless,
but which is now eapable of producing
eight or nine bags of wheat to the acre.
When we have country lands within
reasonable distance of this line which
originally cost £4,000 per mile to con-
stritet as aguinst £1,150 as proposed at
the present time, [ say it is the duty not
only of members of the Opposition but
members sitting on the Governmont side
to give every support to the Bill. 1 have
much pleasure m supporting the second
reading.

On motion by Mr. H. Browx, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at five minntes
past 11 o’clock, until the next day.



